From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Sun May  1 03:51:46 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id DAA03002 for castaneda-dist; Sun, 1 May 1994 03:51:46 -0500
Resent-Date: Sun, 1 May 1994 03:51:46 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405010851.DAA03002@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from gold.tc.umn.edu (root@gold1.tc.umn.edu [128.101.115.11]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id DAA02998 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Sun, 1 May 1994 03:51:42 -0500
Received: from [134.84.101.189] by gold.tc.umn.edu id SMTP-0012dc36d98a04994; Sun, 1 May 94 03:51:37 -0500
Date: Sun, 1 May 94 03:53:03 CST
From: "Eric J. Forbis" <forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu>
Message-Id: <29407.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu>
X-Minuet-Version: Minuet1.0_Beta_15
X-POPMail-Charset: English
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Feminism


On Fri, 29 Apr 1994 15:19:31 -0500, 
Tony Sanders  <sanders@BSDI.COM> wrote:

>
>"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
>> Give me a break! When a woman tries to kill someone, we're supposed to 
>> pretend like nothing is happening?
>
>You are forgetting that Carlos himself asked her to do it.

Which story are we talking about? There are several.

>
>Awwww, for shame on them, that just isn't fair.
>You definitely deserve better than that.

Are you implying that the concept of fairness applies only to one gender? 
Otherwise, I don't see the basis of of the sarcasm. Remember, this thread 
was partially begun with a complaint that Carlos was unfair in portraying 
women with a propensity to violence. 
      Another criticism of the gender unfairness charge is that in 
general anthropological literature, witches (female) harm their own 
community, while sorcerers (male) harm persons of other groups. CC's books 
describe a very inclusive group. CC is an anthropologist, and so will be 
familiar with these facts. I'm sure that CC wished to be faithful to 
anthropological data, not unfairly negatively depict women. I would be 
surprised if some of the shamans of other groups (not necessarily the 
apprentices) didn't engage in their share of aggressive behaviour, but  
given the focus of the books, it just doesn't register.

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Sun May  1 05:06:19 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id FAA03109 for castaneda-dist; Sun, 1 May 1994 05:06:19 -0500
Resent-Date: Sun, 1 May 1994 05:06:19 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405011006.FAA03109@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from metronet.com (tsprad@feenix.metronet.com [192.245.137.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id FAA03105 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Sun, 1 May 1994 05:06:17 -0500
Received: by metronet.com id AA07011
  (5.67a/IDA1.5hp for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Sun, 1 May 1994 05:06:14 -0500
From: Ted Spradley <tsprad@metronet.com>
Message-Id: <199405011006.AA07011@metronet.com>
Subject: Re: Feminism
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Sun, 1 May 94 5:06:13 CDT
In-Reply-To: <29407.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu>; from "Eric J. Forbis" at May 1, 94 3:53 am
Mailer: Elm [revision: 70.30]


> [...] witches (female) harm their own 
> community, while sorcerers (male) harm persons of other groups. CC's books 
> describe a very inclusive group. CC is an anthropologist

My feeling is that this is just indulging.  Am I wrong?



--
Ted Spradley                tsprad@metronet.com             +1.214.484.5356
Seeking work as Software Engineer:
C, assembler, real-time systems, embedded controllers, device drivers, etc.

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Sun May  1 11:23:42 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id LAA03547 for castaneda-dist; Sun, 1 May 1994 11:23:42 -0500
Resent-Date: Sun, 1 May 1994 11:23:42 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405011623.LAA03547@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
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From: strywriter@aol.com
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	(1.38.193.5/16.2) id AA06961; Sun, 1 May 1994 12:23:54 -0400
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer
Message-Id: <9405011223.tn20474@aol.com>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Sun, 01 May 94 12:23:53 EDT
Subject: Responses


Jack writes: 

>Sara [sic],
>Just curious because I went through a real painful personal 
>loss 8 years ago while very much involved in OOB. This personal >loss took
on an unexplainable excruciating physical pain in my right
>shoulder which is consistant with things DJ was quoted as >teaching.
>Do you feel those pains? They do pass when the emotional part >does.
>If not then maybe the jolt has been more positive than you think.

>jack

Interesting you should mention the physical response to the emotional
turmoil.  I was very ill, actually.  I totally indulged in my despair.  My
whole body ached; I threw up twice; I remained seriously nauseated for two
days; I was running a low fever; I stayed home *sick* from work.

>BTW: The pats on the back people are giving you about your dream
>accomplishments is a bunch of condescending crap. Look for 
>significance in your everyday life, apparently in your own  kitchen
>cupboard.

I almost agree with what you have said here and already planned on commenting
on that.  I tried to preface my dream post with the fact that I was sharing
them in order to discuss techniques.  I did not post in order to receive an
evaluation of my *performance* from the group. 
Where I disagree with you is that those comments were condescending. They are
unimportant.   Even if they were meant to be condescending, which I do not
assume, since I am not attaching importance to the group' opinion of my
dreams, it doesn't affect me one way or the other.  I did, however, receive
some comments about techniques both in this post and private e-mail.  Those
are useful.

The relationship loss about which I posted elicited similar unimportant
(though well-intentioned) responses.  I did not post in order to ask for
ordinary comfort.  I was trying to take ordinary sorrow and learn a warrior's
lesson, perhaps even attempt to act as a warrior.  I thought by posting,
others might shed light on other ways this particular situation could be
evaluated and lived-through in a warrior-like fashion.  And since the ending
of a relationship is a universal experience, most people could relate to the
experience and challenge.

-Sarah
StryWriter@aol.com
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Message-Id: <72396.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu>
X-Minuet-Version: Minuet1.0_Beta_15
X-POPMail-Charset: English
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Feminism


On Sun, 1 May 94 5:06:13 CDT, 
Ted Spradley  <tsprad@metronet.com> wrote:

Eric Forbis wrote:
>> [...] witches (female) harm their own 
>> community, while sorcerers (male) harm persons of other groups. CC's books 
>> describe a very inclusive group. CC is an anthropologist
>
>My feeling is that this is just indulging.  Am I wrong?

If accuracy is indulgence, you may be right. For the sake of CC's readers, 
I hope you're wrong.

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Sun May  1 17:09:13 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id RAA03942 for castaneda-dist; Sun, 1 May 1994 17:09:13 -0500
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Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from gold.tc.umn.edu (root@gold1.tc.umn.edu [128.101.115.11]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id RAA03931 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Sun, 1 May 1994 17:09:09 -0500
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From: "Eric J. Forbis" <forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu>
Message-Id: <72943.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu>
X-Minuet-Version: Minuet1.0_Beta_15
X-POPMail-Charset: English
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: More pissing (may have been Feminism :-)


On Wed, 27 Apr 1994 10:45:33 -0400 (EDT), 
OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu  <OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu> wrote:

>So if I find something in CC's tradition that does not go along 
>with my path, I trash it, like the sexual restrictions.  I don't 
>understand why people just accept the restrictions as gospel without 
>questioning them.  I don't think CC or Don Juan Matus would 
>approve either. :)

I wouldn't be surprised if Castaneda reveals some variety of tantric 
practice, which he'd repressed up to this point. There's a scene in _The 
Art of Dreaming_ where he and Taisha Abelar wake up together in the buff in 
a hotel room in Mexico City. There were other things going on, but it still 
struck me as being extremely suggestive. Good for CC-- I'd hate to think 
that his tradition was one of the few lacking a tantric path.

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  
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Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
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From: strywriter@aol.com
Received: by mail02.prod.aol.net
	(1.38.193.5/16.2) id AA26645; Sun, 1 May 1994 19:07:32 -0400
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer
Message-Id: <9405011907.tn30301@aol.com>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Sun, 01 May 94 19:07:30 EDT
Subject: Re: More pissing (may have be...


Eric wites:

>There's a scene in _The 
>Art of Dreaming_ where he and Taisha Abelar wake up together in >the buff in

>a hotel room in Mexico City.

I thought it was Carol Tiggs. 
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Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id TAA04322 for castaneda-dist; Sun, 1 May 1994 19:41:19 -0500
Resent-Date: Sun, 1 May 1994 19:41:19 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405020041.TAA04322@austin.BSDI.COM>
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Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
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List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (sanders@localhost [127.0.0.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id TAA04316 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Sun, 1 May 1994 19:41:06 -0500
Message-Id: <199405020041.TAA04316@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Feminism 
In-reply-to: "Eric J. Forbis"'s message of Sun, 01 May 1994 03:53:03 CST. <29407.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu> 
Date: Sun, 01 May 1994 19:40:54 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>


"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
> Are you implying that the concept of fairness applies only to one gender? 
I'm saying that fairness doesn't apply at all.  This whole discussion is
a waste of time and, to save it from also being a waste of engery for me,
I decided to have some fun with it.

By ordinary standards you could easily argue that women aren't treated
fairly by Castaneda, and you could also argue that men aren't treated
fairly in the womens books, and, for that matter, Castaneda wasn't treated
very nicely by don Juan (or anybody else).  But none of that matters
because I'm not the least bit interested in ordinary standards.

--sanders
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Message-Id: <199405020140.UAA04585@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: More pissing (may have been Feminism :-) 
In-reply-to: "Eric J. Forbis"'s message of Sun, 01 May 1994 17:10:08 CST. <72943.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu> 
Date: Sun, 01 May 1994 20:40:31 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>


"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
> There's a scene in _The 
> Art of Dreaming_ where he and Taisha Abelar wake up together in the buff in 
> a hotel room in Mexico City.
You mean he and the Nagual woman Carol.

> Good for CC-- I'd hate to think 
> that his tradition was one of the few lacking a tantric path.
Your brilliant insight into Castaneda continues to astound me.

--sanders

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Sun May  1 21:23:11 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id VAA04798 for castaneda-dist; Sun, 1 May 1994 21:23:11 -0500
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From: strywriter@aol.com
Received: by mail02.prod.aol.net
	(1.38.193.5/16.2) id AA28241; Sun, 1 May 1994 22:22:36 -0400
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer
Message-Id: <9405012222.tn36579@aol.com>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Sun, 01 May 94 22:22:23 EDT
Subject: BID Quotes


I just read Donner's Being-In-Dreaming in a marathon session this weekend. 
Although there were some strong statements about men and women and how they
effect one another in the sorcerer's world and how their paths differ, I
certainly did not come off with the impression that Donner is a man-hater, as
I have read many people on the list claim.  [Most strong statements are made
by other *characters* in the book.] Of course I have not read her other
works.  

I did find many interesting thoughts and ideas in the book which I will share
with the list.  Because many different people are saying these *lines*, I am
going to be lazy and not attribute them.  If anyone finds this to be
detrimental to their understanding of the material..... go read it yourself
and find out who said it.  :->

Page numbers are from the paperback edition.

-Sarah
StryWriter@aol.com

"Those mountains are inhabited by enchanted creatures...The Yaquis call these
beings surem. They believe that the surem are ancient Yaquis who refused to
be baptized by the first Jesuits who came to Christianize the Indians."
(p.14)

"Being a woman enables you to command the wind...Women don't know it, but
they can have a dialogue with the wind any time." (p.23)

"Dreaming has always a practical purpose...It serves the dreamer in simple
and intricate ways." (p.38)

On dreaming-awake:  "You were not fully aware of what you were doing or
saying. And yet you were doing fine, talking and laughing and lying your head
off to be liked...when you are in a pinch, your mind goes instantly into
dreaming." (p.40)  "Some women can do that with great ease...others have to
work a lifetime." (p.43)  "Dreaming-awake is the most sophisticated state
humans can attain." (p.151)  "When dreaming-awake, our perceptual faculties
are heightened...when it comes to perceiving time, something altogehter
different happens. The perception of time does not become heightened but is
canceled out completely...time is always a factor of consciousness; that is,
to be aware of time is a psychological state that we automatically transform
into physical measurements. It is so ingrained in us that we can hear, even
when we are not completely consciously aware of it, a clock ticking inside
us, subliminally keeping track of time...In dreaming-awake, that capacity is
absent...A thoroughly new, unfamiliar structure, which somehow is not to be
understood or interpreted as we normally do time takes over...Then all we
ever consciously know about dreaming-awake is that time has either been
stretched or compressed." (p.242)

"One should never lie to be believed...[but only] for the sheer pleasure of
it...If you are not lying to be believed, you can say anything you want,
regardless of what anybody thinks of you." (p.41)

"Women are best at  dreaming. They have the facility to abandon themselves,
the facility to let go." (p.46)

"The secret of a woman's strength is her womb." (p.47)

"To be myself meant to assert my womanhood. And to do that took all my time,
effort, and energy. The sorcerers, on the contrary, understand freedom as the
capacity to do the impossible, the unexpected---to dream a dream that has no
basis, no reality in everday life...The knowledge of sorcerers is what is
exciting and new. Imagination is what a woman needs to change the self to
become a dreamer." (p.48)

"You won't be tricked or enticed into the sorcerer's world...You have to
choose, knowing what awaits you." (p.49)

"...women dream with their wombs, or rather, from their wombs...The womb is
the center of our creative energy...Women, having the ability and the organs
for reproducing life, have also the ability to produce dreams with those same
organs." (p.49)

"Don't trouble yourself wondering how it's done. The explanation is very
simple, and because it's simple, it's the most difficult thing to understand.
I still have trouble myself. So in a true woman's fashion, I act. I dream and
leave the explanations to men." (p.49)

"A man of knowledge is a leader...Sorcerers need leaders to lead us into and
through the unknown. A leader is revealed through his actions...Naguals are,
then, natural leaders, men of tremendous energy, who become sorcerers by
adding one more task to their repertoire: the unknown. If those sorcerers
succeeed in becoming men of knowledge, then there is practically no limit to
what they can do. Women, as you will learn someday, can do infintely more
than that." (pp106-107)

"When in doubt [about whether you are awake or dreaming], one must separate
the  two tracks, the track for ordinary affairs and the track for dreams,
since each has a different state of awareness....the first track one should
test is the track for dreams; if the situation at hand doesn't fit that
track, then one is not dreaming...  [To test that, sit on something and] feel
it with your buttocks; if the feeling returns, then you're dreaming." (p.150)

"Of course you didn't deliberate about it. But your acts of spontaneity are
due to a lack of thought rather than a lack of abandon...A real spontaneous
act is an act in which you abandon yourself completely but only after
profound deliberation...An act where all the pros and cons have been taken
into consideration and duly discarded, for you expect nothing, you regret
nothing. With acts of that nature, sorcerers beckon freedom." (p.156)

"The moral of the story is that in the sorcerers' world one has to cancel out
the ego or it is curtains for us, for in that world, there is no way for
average persons like ourselves to predict anything." (p.162)

"...a strange, fierce emotion flooded me.  A stab so strong I couldn't speak.
What I felt wasn't sexual passion. Neither was it a platonic affection. It
wasn't the feeling I felt for my parents or brothers or friends. I simply
loved [CC] with a love that was untainted by any expectations, doubts, or
dread." (p.164)

"With sorcerers, however, the common sense we are accustomed to is no longer
in operation...They have another kind of common sense, because they have
other kinds of subjective states." (p.166)

"Sorcerers...make one see that the whole nature of reality is different from
what we believe it to be; that is, from what we have been taught it to be.
Intellectually, we are willing to tease ourselves with the idea that culture
predetermines who we are, how we behave, what we are willing to know, what we
are able to feel. But we are not willing to embody this idea, to accept it
ias a concrete, practical proposition. And the reason for that is that we are
not willing to accept that culture also predetermines what we are able to
perceive...Sorcery makes us aware of different realities, different
possibilities, not only about the world but also about ourselves, to the
extent that we no longer are able to believe in even the most solid
assumptions about ourselves and our surroundings." (p.168)

"A sorcerer is not only aware of different realities...but he uses  that
knowledge in practicalities. Sorcerers know---not only intellectually, but
also practically---that reality, or the world as we know it, consists only of
an agreement extracted out of every one of us.  That agreement could be made
to collapse, since it's only a social phenomenon. And when it collapses, the
whole world collapses with it...To a sorcerer, perception can go beyond these
agreed-upon parameters...These parameters are constructed and buttressed by
words, by language, by thoughts. That is, by agreement...[The sorcerers']
agreement is different. Sorcerers break the normal agreement, not only
intellectually but also physically or practically or whatever one wants to
call it. Sorcerers collapse the parameters of socially determined perception,
and to understand what sorecerers mean by that, one has to become a
practitioner. That is, one has to be comitted; one has to lend the mind as
well as the body. It has to be a conscious, fearless surrender." (p. 169)   

"Sorcerers are men of reason...Sorcerers have a romance with ideas; they have
cultivated reason to its limits, for they believe that only by fully
understanding the intellect can they embody the principles of sorcery without
losing sight of their own sobriety and integrity. This is where sorceres
differ drastically from us. We have very little sobriety and even less
integrity." (p.170)

"He explained that sorcerers are men of knowledge rather than men of reason. 
As such, they are a step ahead of Western intellectual men who assume that
reality---which is often equated with truth---is knowable through reason. A
sorcerer claims that all that is knowable through reason is our thought
processes but that it is only by understanding our total being, at its most
sophisticated and intricate level, that we can eventually erase the
boundaries with which reason defines reality." (p.218)

"A warrior is not a slave but a servant of the spirit. Slaves have no choice;
servants do. Their choice is to serve impeccably." (p.178)

"This is the basic premise of [the sorcerers'] world: nothing is done that
might be construed as useful; only strategic acts are permitted. This is what
the nagual Juan Matus taught me and the way I live: a sorcerer practices what
he or she preaches. And yet nothing is done for practical reasons. When you
get to understand and practice this, you will have closed the door behind
you." (p.178)

"Freedom will cost you the mask you have on...The mask that feels so
comfortable and is so hard to shed off, not because it fits so well but
because you have been wearing it for so long." (p.184)

"Sorcerers have no interest to convert anyone to their views. There are no
gurus or wise men among sorcerers, only naguals. They are the leaders, not
because they know more or because thay are in any way better sorcerers, but
simply because they have more energy." (p.185)

"...there are neither rules nor regulations in the sorcerers' world...Always
remember, there are only improvisations." (p.186)

"If [the witches] took a liking to someone, as they seemed to have done with
me, there was no limit to their affection and loyalty. Both of them defended
me with an astonishing perserverance, even when I was in the wrong. In their
eyes, I was perfect and could do no wrong. From them I learned that it was a
dual responsibility to uphold that trust. It wasn't that I was afraid of
disappointing them and tried to live up to their expectations, but rather, it
was the most natural thing for me to believe that I was perfect and to behave
with them in an impeccable manner." (p.189)

"[CC] nevertheless, warned me about the fallaciousness of clear-cut goals and
emotionally charged realizations. He said that they were worthless, because
the real arena of a sorcerer is the day-to-day life, and there, superficial
rationales do not withstand pressure." (p.211)

"I experienced the most peculiar feeling that I was on a perpetual holiday.
But that was but a mirage. They were on a perpetual warpath. And the enemy
was the idea of the self." (p.214)

"I am facutal and final about my decisions. For [CC] actions and decisions
are fluid, whatever their outcome, and their finality is measured in that he
assumes full responsibility for them, regardless of how trivial or how
significant they are." (p.222)

The warriors' mood:  "You have to fight yourself. Every inch of the way. And
you have to do it so artfully and so cleverly that no one will notice your
struggle." (p.234)

"That is the key that opens doors...To say that to stop yourself from being
your usual self is sorcery's most complex secret sounds like idiocy, but it
isn't. It is the key to power, therefore the most difficult thing a sorcerer
does. And yet, it isn't something complex or impossible to understand. It
doesn't boggle the mind, and for that reason no one can even suspect its
importance or take it seriously." (p. 243)

"Men's incapacity to link themselves directly to the spirit was what drove
them to talk about the process of reaching knowledge...They haven't stopped
talking about it. And it is precisely this insistence on knowing how they
strive toward the spirit, this insistence on analyzing the process, that gave
them the certainty that being rational is a typically male skill." (p.248)

"What sorcerers propose... is that men can't have the exclusive right to
reason. They seem to have it now because the ground where they apply reason
is a ground where maleness prevails. Let's then apply reason to a ground
where femaleness prevails. And that ground is, naturally, the inverted cone I
described to you. Women's connection with the spirit itself." (p. 250)

"Since dreaming, for a woman, is a matter of having energy at her disposal,
the important thing is to convince her of the need to modify the deep
socialization in order to acquire that energy. The act of making use of this
energy is automatic; women dream sorcerers' dreams the instant they have
energy." (p.259)

"To reach a point of detachment, where the self is just an idea that can be
changed at will, is a true act of sorcery and the most difficult of
all...When the idea of the self retreats, sorcerers have the energy to align
themselves with intent and be more than what we believe is normal." (p.278)

"They had been preparing themselves nearly all their lives for the ultimate
audacity: to dream-awake that they sneak past death--- as we ordinarily know
death to be ---and cross over into the unknown, enhancing, without breaking,
the unity of their total energy." (p.290)

"When you joined the sorcerers' world, you were made to understand that the
designs of fate, no matter what they are, are merely challenges that a
sorcerer must face without resentment or self-pity...Challenges are not
discussed or resented. Challenges are actively met. Sorcerers either succeed
in meeting their challenges or they fail at it. And it doesn't really matter
which, as long as they are in command...To live impeccably within your
circumstances is your challenge." (p.292)

"The world of sorcerers is a world of solitariness, yet in it, love is
forever...We move in the world of sorcerers by ourselves, accounting only for
our acts, our feelings, our impeccability." (p.204)

"Now it is time for another dream. But this time dream dead. Your error was
to dream alive...To dream alive means to have hope. It means that you hold on
to your dream for dear life. To dream dead means that you dream without hope.
You dream without holding on to your dream." (p.303)

"The price of freedom is very high. Freedom can only be attained by dreaming
without hope, by being willing to lose all, even the dream...For some of us,
to dream without hope, to struggle with no goal in mind, is the only way to
keep up with the bird of freedom." (p.303)
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(Quoting Eric,  deleted)

>Your brilliant insight into Castaneda continues to astound me.

>--sanders

Hehehehehehehehe

-Sarah
StryWriter@aol.com
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On Sun, 01 May 94 19:07:30 EDT, 
strywriter@aol.com  <strywriter@aol.com> wrote:
>Eric wites:
>
>>There's a scene in _The 
>>Art of Dreaming_ where he and Taisha Abelar wake up together in 
>>the buff in a hotel room in Mexico City.
>
>I thought it was Carol Tiggs.

You're probably right- I gave my copy of AoD to a friend and haven't 
replaced it yet. Apologies for the error. 
    I don't remember much about Tiggs. As I recall, she's an American who 
infrequently sees Castaneda (average=2 year intervals). Do you, or any 
other readers, know more about her background and interests? Might she be 
one to nudge Castaneda into a tantric practice? Another apology for 
speaking from insufficient data, but isn't Carlos a bit seasoned 
for such a discipline?  He must be in his late 60's - 70's by now; of 
course, I assume he's in superb shape, but tantra isn't a discipline 
normally begun later in life. The de Mille books mention that Carlos was 
looking for female candidates for the 4 winds, and that sex was involved 
with at least some. Could this be an unreported tradition?

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  
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"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
>     I don't remember much about Tiggs. As I recall, she's an American who 
> infrequently sees Castaneda (average=2 year intervals).  Do you, or any 
> other readers, know more about her background and interests?
Carol is the Nagual woman, she was not in this world for the past 10 years
and has recently (and mysteriously) returned.  Castaneda says in the
Details article that he hasn't seen her during the time she was gone.

> Might she be one to nudge Castaneda into a tantric practice?
> Another apology for 
> speaking from insufficient data, but isn't Carlos a bit seasoned 
> for such a discipline?  He must be in his late 60's - 70's by now; of 
> course, I assume he's in superb shape, but tantra isn't a discipline 
> normally begun later in life.
Did you just forget that you seem to be the only one who thinks that
Castaneda is going to have tantric sex?  Your ramblings are a total riot.

> The de Mille books mention that Carlos was 
> looking for female candidates for the 4 winds, and that sex was involved 
> with at least some. Could this be an unreported tradition?
I don't suppose you have any quotes from the de Mille book to back up
your memory do you?  I suspect you are mis-remembering something.

There are several stories in the books about naive sorcerers
trying to claim sorceress' and getting what they deserve.
For example, page 174 in the Second Ring of Power (paperback):
     but when he [the Nagual don Juan] left, Pablito got crazier than he
     already was and became convinced that he had enough personal power
     to take us as his wives.  The three Genaros got together and discussed
     what Pablito should do and decided that he should take the toughest
     woman first, Lidia.  They waited until she was alone and then all
     three of them came into the house and grabbed her by the arms and
     threw her on the bed.  Pablito got on top of her.  She thought at
     first that the Genaros were joking.  But when she realized that they
     were serious, she hit Pablito with her head in the middle of this
     forehead and nearly killed him.  The Genaros fled and Nestor had to
     tend to Pablito's wound for months.
That one always sends me to the floor.

--sanders
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Subject: Re: Feminism


On Sun, 01 May 1994 19:40:54 -0500, 
Tony Sanders  <sanders@BSDI.COM> wrote:

>
>"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
>> Are you implying that the concept of fairness applies only to one gender? 
>I'm saying that fairness doesn't apply at all.  This whole discussion is
>a waste of time and, to save it from also being a waste of engery for me,
>I decided to have some fun with it.
>
>By ordinary standards you could easily argue that women aren't treated
>fairly by Castaneda, and you could also argue that men aren't treated
>fairly in the womens books, and, for that matter, Castaneda wasn't treated
>very nicely by don Juan (or anybody else).  But none of that matters
>because I'm not the least bit interested in ordinary standards.

Castaneda notes that many of the apprentices were "off" to some degree. 
IMHO Donner definitely fits into that category, and I shudder when women 
take her male-bashing seriously.

I disagree on the subject of the care of apprentices by naguals, though. 
don Juan exorted Carlos to be all reason when in the domain of the tonal, 
but (temporarily) drop it when entering the nagual. When you're in the 
'ordinary' world, ordinary concerns are relevent. 

Speculating from observations of other mystical traditions, I'd guess that 
the group spends at least a slight majority of time on the side of the 
tonal. Given, ordinary standards of fairness are undoubtably irrelevent, 
but a man of knowledge does attempt to organize his/her/its affairs  
impeccably and present conditions that avoid needless conditions such as 
resentment between apprentices overwhelms the teachings. I'd suggest that 
one of the reasons why most groups were so cohesive was that the nagual 
continually intervened in the affairs of his/her apprentices as a good 
manager, as well as nagual.      

On the subject of 'fairness', what is that "Spirit" Castaneda 
keeps writing about? Seems to go out of its way to make you aware of some 
potential... I personally think the Eagle is an older shamanic symbol of 
something like karma, whereas the Spirit might be the saguna brahman (the 
fraction of the creator we can imagine and relate to, even in our most 
transcendent of experiences) . Perhaps when one leaps into the void, one 
knows the nirguna brahman, the unimaginable infinite. 
   There is an overall "fairness" to things: lead an impeccable life, 
deposit those gifts of the spirit, and you have a fair chance of making it.
This need not have been the case.

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  
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On Tue, 26 Apr 1994 09:30:18 -0400 (EDT), 
OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu  <OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu> wrote:

>So what if it was condescension?  Irreverance is a useful point 
>of view at times and often leads to better criticism that 
>adulation.  (Whatever his attitude, he must have some regard for 
>CC since he bothers to read the books and post about them.)

You're right on the mark, and admirably well- balanced as well.  
I've relished CC's books since I was a kid, and have progressed from 
unconditional believer to absolute skeptic to interested reader. 
My approach to Carlos is still skeptical, but I gave up arguing the 
issue years ago. I can even boast of a (true) friend-of-a-friend story of 
one of Carlos' classmates at UCLA who met Carlos, as previously arranged, 
with his sportscar near the campus. Carlos seemed happy, threw a MS on the 
front seat of the car, and said something like 'read this BS and let me 
know what you think.' According to this source, Carlos made no pretense of 
the existence of the characters in his book. I assumed this was because he 
knew that Carlos was married, and couldn't have spent the time in Mexico as 
is described in the book. 

      Needless to say, if you analyze the later texts closely, 
you can find as many slips and contradictions as did deMille. The breaking 
point for me was _The Eagle's Gift_, a muddled work with a pathetic 
definition of the creator- the Big Bird of the shamans that devours the 
soul of all but the impeccable. After hundreds of pages of dialogue from 
don Juan about the importance of not-doing, stopping the world, and leaving 
the island of the tonal to experience the unimaginable, boundless 
nagual, we get a freaking Eagle on a soul-food pig-out... 
     The Eagle is a disappointment, not really a contradiction. The 
disappointment to me is that being 'stretched out by the Eagle' may be a 
variant manner of describing nirvana. Don Juan et al seem to regard this 
fate with some degree of horror, but what is really happening? The 
"barge" analogy has the independent units of being returning to their 
original state; in Hindu/Buddhist terms, the skandhas ("heap" of 
atributes) do the same, though not permanently. The contradictions swiftly 
follow, though; in subsequent books we discover that the spirit _does_ go 
out of its way to shake us out of our somnabulent state, and that some 
people may physically die, yet survive in the odd tunnels of bizarre beings 
understandable only through major shifts of our assemblage point. The final 
irony for me was when don Juan briefly speculated on the nature of the soul 
before its incarnation. If the soul exists before birth, whence the Eagle? 
You've set the stage for reincarnation.

Though I obviously think that Carlos early made a choice to defend a 
fiction, I don't believe that this is all there is to the story. Could CC 
have expected a thesis to become a bestseller? The evidence from his wife 
and friends preclude the possibility of his works being completely 
factually true, but related to this, I suspect that Carlos' true path with 
a heart was to develop what truth he had. Carlos was, and is, under immense 
pressure to develop relevent new material and techniques. He knows that 
there are thousands of readers who take his books seriously, and he must 
measure up to that. Whoever/ifever don Juan/Genero were as teachers 
(shamans aren't that hard to come by in the southwest), CC's path is 
relevent. I read CC to see what he has synthesized. I was disappointed with 
CC's last Robert Monroe copycat book, though. Talk about contradictions! 
Remember the awe-inspiring ending of _Journey to Ixtlan_, where don Genaro 
demonstrates his love for the Earth, and the Earth returns the love? I 
believe that it was in the same book that don Juan had criticized Carlos 
for being so paranoid about everything, telling him that the world wasn't 
out to get him or anyone else. This stands in stark contrast to the _Art 
of Dreaming_, where we have a Captain Planet variety of environmental 
paranoia (he's always gone after the fads) and EVERYTHING hates us, with 
the exception of a vast being that wants to enslave us!!! don Juan and 
Genaro were wrong; we have no friends, no place to go, and big monsters 
await us. 

I recommend Deng Ming-Dao's _Chronicles of Tao_ and _Scholar Warrior_ to 
readers here. The similarities are are more than just stunning, 
particularly since Abelar claims that don Juan and Carlos were flew all 
over the world (in aircraft) to study other traditions before they were 
lost. If you read about Tibetan Buddhism you'll discover that phrases such 
as "gait of power" and "power place" had been interpreted into English 
before Carlos began writing. Abelar strikes me as being more of a Taoist 
than anything else- I'd love to track down all the influences behind CC.
I sometimes wonder whether CC is ill, tired, blackmailed, or considering 
retiring when I read the shallow crap that Donner has penned as 
representing his party and ancient Toltec sorcery.

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  
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Subject: Re: More pissing (may have been Feminism :-)


On Sun, 01 May 1994 20:40:31 -0500, 
Tony Sanders  <sanders@BSDI.COM> wrote:
>"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
>> There's a scene in _The 
>> Art of Dreaming_ where he and Taisha Abelar wake up together in the buff in 
>> a hotel room in Mexico City.
>You mean he and the Nagual woman Carol.
>> Good for CC-- I'd hate to think 
>> that his tradition was one of the few lacking a tantric path.
>Your brilliant insight into Castaneda continues to astound me.

Your venom astounds me. Good luck.

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  
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>Interesting you should mention the physical response to the emotional
>turmoil.  I was very ill, actually.  I totally indulged in my despair.  My
>whole body ached; I threw up twice; I remained seriously nauseated for two
>days; I was running a low fever; I stayed home *sick* from work.
>
Can I take that to mean you did not feel a strong pinching pain 
specifically in your right shoulder?
A physical manifestation of spiritual loss very separate from anything
you could attribute to indulgence on your part?

>them in order to discuss techniques.  I did not post in order to receive an
>evaluation of my *performance* from the group. 
>Where I disagree with you is that those comments were condescending.
Really?

"Wow Sarah, that was a pretty damned good excursion for a first time."
"That was a perfect setup."
"Very impressive, to do this in your first experience, and to achieve the
state twice.  I would say you have the potential to do a lot in Dreaming."
"Traveling by the use of intent.  With ease.  Very good."
"Willingness to accept different forms of the dreaming body.  A desirable
flexibility."
"your [sic]
timing was impeccable, even though (especially since?) you had no idea 
on a conscious level that for me the timing would be so perfect. "
"These things are natural in one's dreaming body, but I still find it very
impressive that you did so many things on your first try."
"Overall...I'd say:  wow!"

Must just be poetic license, I can do that as well:-)

"Sarah, I'm not worried about love
in a world of unexpected enemies.
All and all can it be right,
to only see what you want to see?"

jack
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Jack:


You quoted me, but ended your quote before the heart of the matter.  

>Where I disagree with you is that those comments were >condescending. They
are unimportant.   Even if they were meant to >be condescending, which I do
not assume, since I am not attaching >importance to the group' opinion of my
dreams, it doesn't affect me >one way or the other.

I did not view them as condescending, but rather unimportant.  Your judgement
of whether they were condescending is also unimportant to me.  

This whole discussion is pretty unimportant, actually, so I am ending it
here.  :)

As for the pain in the shoulder, I couildn't tell you.  I missed my regular
work outs, so I had pains all over the place.

-Sarah
StryWriter@aol.com
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"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
> There's a scene in _The 
> Art of Dreaming_ where he and Taisha Abelar wake up together in the buff in 
> a hotel room in Mexico City.

> Good for CC-- I'd hate to think 
> that his tradition was one of the few lacking a tantric path.

Yes!  Unexplored territory.:)  Maybe toltec trantra will be the 
subject of the next book.

- Peggy -
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>> The de Mille books mention that Carlos was 
>> looking for female candidates for the 4 winds, and that sex was involved 
>> with at least some. Could this be an unreported tradition?


>I don't suppose you have any quotes from the de Mille book to back up
>your memory do you?  I suspect you are mis-remembering something.

I don't recall reading this in the de Mille book either, and I 
think I would have remembered something like this.

- Peggy -

>There are several stories in the books about naive sorcerers
>trying to claim sorceress' and getting what they deserve.
>For example, page 174 in the Second Ring of Power (paperback):
>     but when he [the Nagual don Juan] left, Pablito got crazier than he
>     already was and became convinced that he had enough personal power
>     to take us as his wives.  The three Genaros got together and discussed
>     what Pablito should do and decided that he should take the toughest
>     woman first, Lidia.  They waited until she was alone and then all
>     three of them came into the house and grabbed her by the arms and
>     threw her on the bed.  Pablito got on top of her.  She thought at
>     first that the Genaros were joking.  But when she realized that they
>     were serious, she hit Pablito with her head in the middle of this
>     forehead and nearly killed him.  The Genaros fled and Nestor had to
>     tend to Pablito's wound for months.
>That one always sends me to the floor.

I must agree, Pablito got exactly what he deserved.  You can't 
*claim* a sorceress.

- Peggy -
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>I've relished CC's books since I was a kid, and have progressed from 
>unconditional believer to absolute skeptic to interested reader. 
>My approach to Carlos is still skeptical, but I gave up arguing the 
>issue years ago. I can even boast of a (true) friend-of-a-friend story of 

That's quite a shift, to go from believer to skeptic.

>      Needless to say, if you analyze the later texts closely, 
>you can find as many slips and contradictions as did deMille. The breaking 
>point for me was _The Eagle's Gift_, a muddled work with a pathetic 
>definition of the creator- the Big Bird of the shamans that devours the 
>soul of all but the impeccable. After hundreds of pages of dialogue from 
>don Juan about the importance of not-doing, stopping the world, and leaving 
>the island of the tonal to experience the unimaginable, boundless 
>nagual, we get a freaking Eagle on a soul-food pig-out... 
 
I never could make sense out of CC's answer to "the big 
question."  The big eagle struck me as silly and a disappointment 
too, especially at 3a.m. when my brother, a true believer, 
stopped by to visit me and rave about it.  I gather that the main 
point, however it works, is to integrate and attune oneself so 
that you have the capability to consciously/spiritually survive 
after death of the body.  That to me sounds like a good idea.

>Remember the awe-inspiring ending of _Journey to Ixtlan_, where don Genaro 
>demonstrates his love for the Earth, and the Earth returns the love? I 

My 2 favorites are _Journevy to Ixtlan_ and _Art of Dreaming_.

>I recommend Deng Ming-Dao's _Chronicles of Tao_ and _Scholar Warrior_ to 
>readers here. The similarities are are more than just stunning, 

I'll add that to my list.

>I sometimes wonder whether CC is ill, tired, blackmailed, or considering 
>retiring when I read the shallow crap that Donner has penned as 
>representing his party and ancient Toltec sorcery.

I don't care much for the books the women have written, though I 
haven't read them all yet.

- Peggy -
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This was posted to the herb list and may be of interest to 
dreamers.

RE: St. John's Wort
 
  original post:
  I have used it for that...lucid dreaming. It is similar to the drug
  Levadopa in that it permits lucidity in dreams. It is one of the more
  esoteric uses of St. John's Wort.

  my response:
  May I crosspost what you said above to the Castaneda list?  
  Readers there are much interested in lucid dreams.

  his reply:
  please do....with the disclaimer that it may not be as potent as l-Dopa.
  My dream name is nirvanajon...if they happen to be that "lucid".

Also, he said that the plant is more potent when gathered wild as 
opposed to growing it or buying it dried.

- Peggy -


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Mon May  2 10:39:59 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id KAA06866 for castaneda-dist; Mon, 2 May 1994 10:39:59 -0500
Resent-Date: Mon, 2 May 1994 10:39:59 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405021539.KAA06866@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from mail02.prod.aol.net (mail02.prod.aol.net [192.203.190.97]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id KAA06862 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Mon, 2 May 1994 10:39:54 -0500
From: iunges@aol.com
Received: by mail02.prod.aol.net
	(1.38.193.5/16.2) id AA07866; Mon, 2 May 1994 11:39:23 -0400
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer
Message-Id: <9405021139.tn50360@aol.com>
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Date: Mon, 02 May 94 11:39:22 EDT
Subject: Re: Feminism


" I personally think the Eagle is an older shamanic symbol of 
something like karma, whereas the Spirit might be the saguna brahman (the 
fraction of the creator we can imagine and relate to, even in our most 
transcendent of experiences) . Perhaps when one leaps into the void, one 
knows the nirguna brahman, the unimaginable infinite. "

I myself love to find parallels in other systems, support for my ordinary
mind, but at some point we have to cut out all this "he really means this
[Hindu] [Buddhist] [new age]" crap and work with what we are given in the
books and lectures. There is a lot, a lot, there. The system seems internally
consistent, so let's just treat it as a system and get on with the work.

That being said, Abelar indicated in a lecture that she used to hang around
with the group reading Buddhist sutras and discussing them....so there is no
accounting for our ordinary minds.

-Iunges
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"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
> [text on fairness and impeccability deleted for space]
Some of what you said is true but catering to self-importance is right
out.  All of the sorcerers and sorceress are very ruthless when it comes
to indulging in self-importance.  When you talk about gender bias and
being mistreated you are indulging, those things are not important.

An example.  Do you consider it fair that I (and probably yourself and
many others on this list) have shelter, food, and material goods while
others unnecessarily die of starvation and disease?  Any reasonable man
or woman would say that isn't fair, but at the same time our shelter,
food, and material goods do us absolutly no good.  To die clinging to your
material goods, or your reasonableness, or your fairness is no better or
worse to die in poverty or any other way so these things cannot be a concern.

Impeccability has nothing to do with fariness, it is acting ruthlessly in
ones own enlightened self-interest, using death as a witness to your acts.

> On the subject of 'fairness', what is that "Spirit" Castaneda 
> keeps writing about?
It's the abstract, the unknowable, the incomprehensible.

> Seems to go out of its way to make you aware of some 
> potential... I personally think the Eagle is an older shamanic symbol of 
> something like karma, whereas the Spirit might be the saguna brahman (the 
The Eagle itself is more like the nirguna brahman, note this passage
from the Eagle's Gift (paperback) page 178:
    providing the luminous shell that comprises one's humanness has
    been broken, it is possible to find in the Eagle the faint
    reflection of man.  The Eagle's irrevocable dictums can then
    be apprehended by seers
So the saguna brahman might be that tiny fraction we can relate to but
the Eagle itself and it's universe of emanations is the unimaginable,
unknowable infinite.

>    There is an overall "fairness" to things: lead an impeccable life, 
> deposit those gifts of the spirit, and you have a fair chance of making it.
> This need not have been the case.
Ah, you might assume this but the fact is that you really *don't* have a
fair chance of making it, you have no chance whatsoever, you mearly have
a possiblity.  Given the proper circumstances and a lifelong struggle you
might have a chance to have a chance but nothing more.  All you can do is
take life as a challange and live an impeccable life.  You must give up
everything expecting nothing, the ultimate acting without expecting rewards.

--sanders
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Date: Mon, 02 May 94 12:03:10 CDT
Organization: Tales of Power
Lines: 19
X-Mailer: RWMAIL [version 2.22]



>       Needless to say, if you analyze the later texts closely, 
> you can find as many slips and contradictions as did deMille. The breaking 
> point for me was _The Eagle's Gift_, a muddled work with a pathetic 
> definition of the creator- the Big Bird of the shamans that devours the 
> soul of all but the impeccable.

To tell the truth, I thought Carlos had lost it when he published The
Second Ring of Power.  It seemed like an indulgence in the writing of
books!  It forced me to talk a few grains of salt with me from then on.
I still feel that the first 4 books are the most succinct.  The thing is,
we can't expect Carlos to write stuff for our own edification.  I have
continued to read and study his books even though I feel differently
about the first 4 compared to the rest of them.

I felt that DeMille had missed the point.  Hence, he had a big rant
about Carlos not conforming to his sense of reason.  DeMille just makes
me laugh.

Bob
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Subject:       Unsubscribe
Priority: normal
X-Mailer:     PMail v3.0 (R1)
Message-Id: <111303281860@tportti.helsinki.fi>


Please unsubscribe from the list. 
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"Kai Korpimies" writes:
> 
> Please unsubscribe from the list. 

done
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christian.toll@duesenberg.se writes:
> UNSUBSCRIBE 
> Intresting newsletter but i'll stay with the books and the spoken word.:)

I would like to remind people that in general it's best to mail
subscribe and unsubscribe requests to castaneda-request@austin.bsdi.com
                                               ^^^^^^^^
unless you have some parting words you wish the entire list to see.

Perhaps the above is ok, perhaps not, whatever you decide do please
consider that approx 100 people are going to have to read your message
if you send it to the list instead of to me.

Thank you for your attention.

--sanders
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"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
> know what you think.' According to this source, Carlos made no pretense of
> the existence of the characters in his book. I assumed this was because he

I wouldn't believe anything you heard from Carlos; I've heard
that he isn't reliable.

>       Needless to say, if you analyze the later texts closely,
> you can find as many slips and contradictions as did deMille.

I haven't been able to get the de Mille book myself yet but from what
other people have sent me I'm not very impressed.  All the stuff they sent
was either just plain wrong, taken out of context, or wholly misunderstood.
I spent a large number of hours looking up the references people sent and
pointing out the flaws in de Mille's arguments.

For example:
> one person wrote:
> .>         4/14/62 - sees mountains as web of "light fibers"
> .>                   (a term unfamiliar to Carlos on 4/2/68)
and I replied:
> In the 4/2/68 reference Carlos is simply asking don Juan to clairfy what
> he means to "_see_ men as fibers of light".  He is not asking what "fibers
> of light" means.  Also the 4/14/62 reference (JTI) isn't even talking about
> the same thing.

Oh, another amusing thing was something about a botanist who said the
description of the Sonoran desert couldn't be correct; as if they expected
Carlos to tell us exactly where things really took place (after don Juan
told him not to).

If you think you have some crowning fatal flaw then please send it to me
in personal mail and I'll be happy to look into it.

> The evidence from his wife
> and friends preclude the possibility of his works being completely
> factually true,

Could you be more specific here, do you have only have anecdotical evidence
or something more substantial?  Surely if it's true then critics like de
Mille would have published something so a reference would be most handy.

> relevent. I read CC to see what he has synthesized. I was disappointed with
> CC's last Robert Monroe copycat book, though.  Talk about contradictions!

Get a grip, The Art of Dreaming is nothing like the Monroe books.  The
only interesting Monroe book in this context is Ultimate Journey which
was published *after* the Art of Dreaming was published (long enough after
that Monroe might have even stolen stuff from AOD! :-).  The Art of
Dreaming, combined with the other Castaneda books comprises a vastly more
detailed explination than the Monroe books.

Only in Ultimate Journey does he begin to report things that I consider
important.  Consider this passage from Ultimate Journey, page 143:
    I tested the [memory] storage system several times with great
    fascination.  Upon selection of a given point in the past, I
    relived the event in every detail, down to each minute sensory
    input, thought, and emotion.  I soon realized such supermemory
    was not altogether pleasurable.  With such intense hidsight,
    one becomes all too painfully and sadly aware of the many
    irrational decisions made, the stupid mistakes, the missed
    opportunities.
Which sounds to me a whole lot like Monroe is "seeing" and
experiencing the sorcerer's recollection.

> I recommend Deng Ming-Dao's _Chronicles of Tao_ and _Scholar Warrior_ to
> readers here. The similarities are are more than just stunning,

My favorite argument of the dis-castaneda fan club:  Castaneda is total
hogwash, but everything he says is also in XYZZY which is all real.

> I sometimes wonder whether CC is ill, tired, blackmailed, or considering
> retiring when I read the shallow crap that Donner has penned as
> representing his party and ancient Toltec sorcery.

He says he's getting ready to retire into the third attention.  No doubt
there will be Castaneda-sightings long after he's really gone.  Castaneda
has left the building.

--sanders
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Content-Type: text
Content-Length: 189       


 Please, folks, watch your subject lines. Much (if not all) of
 the current discussion under "old party" has nothing at all
 to do with the old party.


----
Wayne Cronin
wmc@indirect.com
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In Ultimate Journey on Page 148 Monroe tells the story of when, as a young
boy, he climbed down a well and recieves a message from Mother Earth, he
goes on to say:
    Now I remember that special Basic.  Mother Earth, I love
    you!  How could I have forgotten?

Just like in Tales of Power (published some 22 years before) when Genaro
"hugs" the Earth and don Juan says:
   "This is the predilection of two warriors," he said. "This
    Earth, this world.  For a warrior there can be no greater love."

There are a lot of places in Ultimate Journey that reflect in some way or
another things in the Castaneda books (and obviously in many other works).

There is some interesting reading there, it's by far the best of the Monroe
series.

--sanders
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Comments: This message was anonymously remailed. Do not reply
	 to the address in the From: line, unless you wish to report
	 a problem. Thank you.
From: mg5n+eavqzz0k4gme7hw7zn8q2cink9r8k8vcotwjd5b50h97yyxl8gwl@andrew.cmu.edu


(Castaneda Questioner)
Reply-To: mg5n+eavqzz0k4gme7hw7zn8q2cink9r8k8vcotwjd5b50h97yyxl8gwl@andrew.cmu.edu 
(Castaneda Questioner)


>>Interesting you should mention the physical response to the emotional
>>turmoil.  I was very ill, actually.  I totally indulged in my despair.  My
>>whole body ached; I threw up twice; I remained seriously nauseated for two
>>days; I was running a low fever; I stayed home *sick* from work.
>>
>Can I take that to mean you did not feel a strong pinching pain 
>specifically in your right shoulder?
>A physical manifestation of spiritual loss very separate from anything
>you could attribute to indulgence on your part?
>

That was the Vulcan nerve pinch. It seems the Inorgantic Beings
believe in IDIC.

Yours in Inaccessability,
(Castaneda Questioner)
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X-VMS-To: IN%"castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM"
X-VMS-Cc: UCCXDJW
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

 

Sanders writes:

>I haven't been able to get the de Mille book myself yet but from what
>other people have sent me I'm not very impressed.  All the stuff they sent
>was either just plain wrong, taken out of context, or wholly misunderstood.
>I spent a large number of hours looking up the references people sent and
>pointing out the flaws in de Mille's arguments.

About 6 weeks ago, I went to the library to find _The Don Juan Papers_
and check it out.  I found it, and before checking it out decided to
sit down and preview a bit of it, to see if I really wanted to spend
the time with it.  I skipped around in it, and quickly read 30-40 pages
of various parts.  At that point, I decided I had no interest in the
book at all.  It had not engaged me;  it had not challenged me; it had
not even irritated me.  Every single argument I had read was very easy
for me to counter or explain.  Every one.  I had no desire to read it.

Then I was just about to check out the book anyway, just so I could get
it over with and be able to say that I had read the thing, but as I
picked it up again to carry it to the front, my voice said "don't       
bother".

That was it for me and de Mille.  In the face of my death, I'm afraid
I cannot justify taking the time to read that book (I could just barely
justify taking the time to make this post :)


- David Worrell
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Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9405022219.A23870-0100000@larry>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII



Wayne, 

You asked (on April 23rd, it's hard to believe) whether we were 
going to commission a Carlos Castaneda concordance. The only answer I can 
give is that we haven't yet made up our minds.
We have a part of the manuscript and it is more than only a concordance
(though the "only" by itself would be worth something. There is a 
fascinating essay by an anonymous man who describes his long labor as a 
fool's work (with no hint of regret, you understand) and there is a very 
interesting cross-reference system that makes it more accessible (to me, 
at least) than if it were merely one huge index. It's more like some 
thesauruses; you can follow a logical thread or can follow a name or an 
idea, etc.
I'd like to do it; we will see. I'll post our decision to the group, I 
suppose, when we finally make it.
Maybe I should have posted this reply to the group, as well. Maybe I 
will.

Frank DeMarco 
Hampton Roads Publishing Company                 804-459-2453
891 Norfolk Sq.                              fax 804-455-8907
Norfolk, VA 23502

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Mon May  2 23:15:56 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id XAA10537 for castaneda-dist; Mon, 2 May 1994 23:15:56 -0500
Resent-Date: Mon, 2 May 1994 23:15:56 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405030415.XAA10537@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from panix2.panix.com (panix2.panix.com [198.7.0.3]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id XAA10533 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Mon, 2 May 1994 23:15:54 -0500
Received: by panix2.panix.com id AA09031
  (5.65c/IDA-1.4.4 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Tue, 3 May 1994 00:15:47 -0400
From: Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
Message-Id: <199405030415.AA09031@panix2.panix.com>
Subject: Re: de Mille
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 00:15:46 -0400 (EDT)
In-Reply-To: <01HBVM3LMC1U985QB1@vms.ucc.okstate.edu> from "David Worrell" at May 2, 94 09:15:25 pm

~Reply-To: moskowit@panix.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Length: 441       

David Worrel wrote:
> Then I was just about to check out the book anyway, just so I could get
> it over with and be able to say that I had read the thing, but as I
> picked it up again to carry it to the front, my voice said "don't       
> bother".

Mine said "you won't read it."  I checked it out, took it home, read the
first 50 pages, skipped through the rest and brought it back.  Nothing
of value.


Len Moskowitz
moskowit@panix.com


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Mon May  2 23:32:46 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id XAA10597 for castaneda-dist; Mon, 2 May 1994 23:32:46 -0500
Resent-Date: Mon, 2 May 1994 23:32:46 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405030432.XAA10597@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from sashimi.wwa.com (root@sashimi.wwa.com [198.49.174.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id XAA10593 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Mon, 2 May 1994 23:32:44 -0500
Received: from nagual by sashimi.wwa.com with uucp
	(Smail3.1.28.1 #8) id m0pyCAM-000bmsC; Mon, 2 May 94 23:33 CDT
Received: by nagual.wwa.com (1.65/waf)
	via UUCP; Mon, 02 May 94 23:03:20 CDT
	for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
From: freedom now <antar@nagual.wwa.com>
Subject: Re: CC concordance
Message-ID: <antar01211940402230315@nagual.wwa.com>
Date: Mon, 02 May 94 23:03:15 CDT
Organization: Tales of Power
Lines: 15
X-Mailer: RWMAIL [version 2.22]

Re: castaneda concordance


> We have a part of the manuscript and it is more than only a concordance
>
> I'd like to do it; we will see. I'll post our decision to the group, I 
> suppose, when we finally make it.
> Maybe I should have posted this reply to the group, as well. Maybe I 
> will.
>
> Frank DeMarco 

If you need a couple of proofreaders for the manuscript, count me in.

Bob


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 10:38:19 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id KAA12029 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 10:38:19 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 10:38:19 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405031538.KAA12029@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from metronet.com (tsprad@feenix.metronet.com [192.245.137.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id KAA12025 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 10:38:16 -0500
Received: by metronet.com id AA27138
  (5.67a/IDA1.5hp for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Tue, 3 May 1994 10:38:11 -0500
From: Ted Spradley <tsprad@metronet.com>
Message-Id: <199405031538.AA27138@metronet.com>
Subject: Re: de Mille
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Tue, 3 May 94 10:38:10 CDT
In-Reply-To: <01HBVM3LMC1U985QB1@vms.ucc.okstate.edu>; from "David Worrell" at May 02, 94 9:15 pm
Mailer: Elm [revision: 70.30]


> [...].  In the face of my death, I'm afraid
> I cannot justify taking the time to read that book (I could just barely
> justify taking the time to make this post :)

It doesn't take much to make the most mundane personal choice seem
wonderfully mysterious and romantic.  On the other hand, I really do
believe that we would usually make 'better' choices if we took our
imminent mortality into consideration.


--
Ted Spradley                tsprad@metronet.com             +1.214.484.5356
Seeking work as Software Engineer:
C, assembler, real-time systems, embedded controllers, device drivers, etc.

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 11:35:31 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id LAA12308 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 11:35:31 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 11:35:31 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405031635.LAA12308@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from att-out.att.com (att-out.att.com [192.20.239.131]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id LAA12304 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 11:35:26 -0500
Received: from ihlpq.UUCP by ig1.att.att.com id AA06632; Tue, 3 May 94 12:35:14 EDT
Message-Id: <9405031635.AA06632@ig1.att.att.com>
From: jack1@ihlpq.att.com (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
Date: 3 May 94 16:26:00 GMT
Original-From: ihlpq!jack1 (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: RE: St. Johns' Wort


> 
>  original post:
>  I have used it for that...lucid dreaming. It is similar to the drug
>  Levadopa in that it permits lucidity in dreams. It is one of the more
>  esoteric uses of St. John's Wort.
>
>  my response:
>  May I crosspost what you said above to the Castaneda list?  
>  Readers there are much interested in lucid dreams.
>
>  his reply:
>  please do....with the disclaimer that it may not be as potent as l-Dopa.
>  My dream name is nirvanajon...if they happen to be that "lucid".
>
>Also, he said that the plant is more potent when gathered wild as 
>opposed to growing it or buying it dried.
>
>- Peggy -
>

Peggy,
	Any follow-up on how or what parts of the plant are useful
(ie. star-shaped flowers, small red berries, leaves, root, whole
plant)? Rub it on? Eat it? Drop in your tea? Any clues?
I'd hate to eat a bad WORT:-)

jack


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 12:21:58 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id MAA12455 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 12:21:58 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 12:21:58 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405031721.MAA12455@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu (ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu [128.205.100.3]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id MAA12451 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 12:21:55 -0500
From: OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
Received: from ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu by ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (PMDF V4.2-14
 #5889) id <01HBWJQ1L2XC8Y51AK@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>; Tue,
 3 May 1994 13:22:33 EDT
Date: Tue, 03 May 1994 13:22:32 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Re: St. Johns' Wort
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Message-id: <01HBWJQ1MYG28Y51AK@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>
Organization: University at Buffalo
X-VMS-To: IN%"castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM"
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT


>>  original post:
>>  I have used it for that...lucid dreaming. It is similar to the drug
>>  Levadopa in that it permits lucidity in dreams. It is one of the more
>>  esoteric uses of St. John's Wort.
>>
>>  my response:
>>  May I crosspost what you said above to the Castaneda list?  
>>  Readers there are much interested in lucid dreams.
>>
>>  his reply:
>>  please do....with the disclaimer that it may not be as potent as l-Dopa.
>>  My dream name is nirvanajon...if they happen to be that "lucid".
>>
>>Also, he said that the plant is more potent when gathered wild as 
>>opposed to growing it or buying it dried.
>>
>>- Peggy -
>>

>	Any follow-up on how or what parts of the plant are useful
>(ie. star-shaped flowers, small red berries, leaves, root, whole
>plant)? Rub it on? Eat it? Drop in your tea? Any clues?
>I'd hate to eat a bad WORT:-)

>jack

He did not say.  A few people asked about that and he turned into 
a prima donna and said "do the work yourself" (or something to 
that effect).

Don't you just hate it when someone more experienced gets this 
"Nyah! Nyah! I know something you don't know!" attitude?  So 
common where esoteric studies are concerned.  Overly-inflated
egos at work IMO.

Anyway, I don't know what St. John's Wort looks like and hesitate 
to identify it from the picture in my herb book, so I am going to
grow some this summer and will experiment.  I would guess that 
the leaves are used in a tea.  I'll read the entry in my herb
book tonight and will post if I see anything interesting.  

- Peggy -

PS:  According to usenet's alt.drugs faq there are a number of 
*legal* plants that provide hallucinogenic effects.  Most also
have side-effects too.  But if there is interest, I can post
this faq.


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 16:51:11 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id QAA13572 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 16:51:11 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 16:51:11 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405032151.QAA13572@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from att-out.att.com (att-out.att.com [192.20.239.131]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id QAA13568 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 16:51:01 -0500
Received: from ihlpq.UUCP by ig2.att.att.com id AA14027; Tue, 3 May 94 17:50:20 EDT
Message-Id: <9405032150.AA14027@ig2.att.att.com>
From: jack1@ihlpq.att.com (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
Date: 3 May 94 21:41:00 GMT
Original-From: ihlpq!jack1 (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: FAQ



>- Peggy -
>
>PS:  According to usenet's alt.drugs faq there are a number of 
>*legal* plants that provide hallucinogenic effects.  Most also
>have side-effects too.  But if there is interest, I can post
>this faq.
>
I am interested and do not have access to that FAQ.

jack


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 19:36:51 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id TAA13998 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 19:36:51 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 19:36:51 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405040036.TAA13998@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from infi.net (larry.infi.net [198.22.1.107]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id TAA13994 for <castaneda@austin.bsdi.com>; Tue, 3 May 1994 19:36:49 -0500
Received: by infi.net (Smail3.1.28.1 #12)
	id m0pyUuS-000kBoC; Tue, 3 May 94 20:33 EDT
Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 20:33:56 -0400 (EDT)
From: Frank DeMarco <demarco@infi.net>
Subject: Re: St. Johns' Wort
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
cc: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
In-Reply-To: <01HBWJQ1MYG28Y51AK@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9405032046.A6828-0100000@larry>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII


On Tue, 3 May 1994 OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu wrote:

> 
> PS:  According to usenet's alt.drugs faq there are a number of 
> *legal* plants that provide hallucinogenic effects.  Most also
> have side-effects too.  But if there is interest, I can post
> this faq.
> 
Count me among those interested in having you post it. And thanks.

Frank DeMarco 
Hampton Roads Publishing Company                 804-459-2453
891 Norfolk Sq.                              fax 804-455-8907
Norfolk, VA 23502

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 19:12:29 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id TAA13908 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 19:12:29 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 19:12:29 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405040012.TAA13908@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from LUGA.latrobe.edu.au (luga.latrobe.edu.au [131.172.2.2]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id TAA13904 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 19:12:23 -0500
Received: from lux.latrobe.edu.au by LUGA.latrobe.edu.au with SMTP id AA28183
  (5.67a/IDA-1.5/LTU-1.0 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>); Wed, 4 May 1994 10:12:13 +1000
Received: by lux.latrobe.edu.au (5.67a/Ultrix3.0-C)
	id AA15630; Wed, 4 May 1994 10:11:59 +1000
From: ecsclfe@lux.latrobe.edu.au (ENRIQUEZ Luke)
Message-Id: <199405040011.AA15630@lux.latrobe.edu.au>
Subject: Re: de Mille
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 10:11:58 +1000 (EST)
In-Reply-To: <199405031538.AA27138@metronet.com> from "Ted Spradley" at May 3, 94 10:38:10 am
X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4 PL22]
Content-Type: text
Content-Length: 263       



Howdy,

> wonderfully mysterious and romantic.  On the other hand, I really do
> believe that we would usually make 'better' choices if we took our
> imminent mortality into consideration.

	Like knowing that death is watching over your shoulder at all
times?



From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 20:19:43 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id UAA14168 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 20:19:43 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 20:19:43 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405040119.UAA14168@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from transfer.stratus.com (transfer.stratus.com [134.111.1.10]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id UAA14164 for <castaneda@austin.bsdi.com>; Tue, 3 May 1994 20:19:41 -0500
From: Carl_Johnson@vos.stratus.com
Received: from vos.stratus.com (vos.stratus.com [134.111.18.12]) by transfer.stratus.com (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id VAA24844 for <castaneda@austin.bsdi.com>; Tue, 3 May 1994 21:19:39 -0400
Message-Id: <199405040119.VAA24844@transfer.stratus.com>
Date:           Tue, 3 May 94 21:19 EDT
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject:        RE: hallucinogens

     I've heard recently that oregano, when fermented (by adding it to
     homebrew beer or wine during the fermenting stage, for instance),
     produces hallucinogenic effects.  This is anecdotal only, I heard it
     from one person who tried, and supposedly got effects.  But it
     sparked my curiosity - can anyone confirm or deny this?

     Also, has anyone used mushrooms as a part of their sorcery path? I
     often go through periods where I feel frustrated at the slowness of
     achieving any reproducible or sustained non-ordinary states of
     consciousness, and get the strong desire to experiment with
     mushrooms as a way to speed the process. If anyone has tried this,
     I'd be interested in hearing about results, experiences, etc.

     Also, does anyone know where I can obtain a copy of the "Magic
     Mushroom Growers Guide" written by Terrance McKenna and brother
     back in '70s (but still valid), but under weird pseudonyms (which
     escape me at the moment).

     Carl


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 20:57:22 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id UAA14444 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 20:57:22 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 20:57:22 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405040157.UAA14444@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (sanders@localhost [127.0.0.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id UAA14438 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 20:57:19 -0500
Message-Id: <199405040157.UAA14438@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: more interesting bits from Monroe's Ultimate Journey
Date: Tue, 03 May 1994 20:57:19 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>


Monroe is asking questions of his "I-There", supersoul, whatever:

pg. 183:
  And there are also the nonhuman intelligences.  We have tried
to steer you away from them, as much as we can.
...
  The difficulty is that these intelligences have abilities in the
manipulation of energy that we cannot yet conceive of.

pg. 194:
  But Why?  What purpose is served by keeping quite?
  That is your emotional personality speaking again,
always wanting to do good.  The others know that they cannot change the
system and they don't wish to.  They are content to enjoy themselves in
the Earth Life System and the only influence they exert is to maximize
their experience.  They do not want their abilities to be known by
anyone.
  Will they make the same Interstate run as you expect of me?
  They probably already have.  You were slowed down because of the
influence of those who knew about you and what they demanded of you
as a result.  You lost some of your freedom and it took time to get
it back.  Now there is one more area left to cover.  The Nonhuman
Intelligences.
...
  What about the second kind?
  That is for you to discover.  When you have done so, when you have
found the right one, we shall have a new home.  You will search
amoung the Nonhuman Intelligences, and you will not be deluded or
led astray.
  The search.  Can you tell me exactly what I am looking for?
  Where we go next.

--sanders

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 21:23:47 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id VAA14572 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 21:23:47 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 21:23:47 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405040223.VAA14572@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (sanders@localhost [127.0.0.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id VAA14563 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 21:23:43 -0500
Message-Id: <199405040223.VAA14563@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: hallucinogens 
Date: Tue, 03 May 1994 21:23:42 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>


I think that there might be better places to find out the details of herbal
enlightenment.  If we can possibly avoid it, let's not reproduce that
effort here, brewing oregano and mixing Wort just seem to be slightly off
topic.  Let's at least stick to things interesting things like peyote,
mushrooms, and LSD experiences.

I can understand being impatient for having experiences, but I suspect
that randomly administered hallucinagenic drugs aren't going to be of much
help to you (as fun or terrifying as they might be) without someone like
don Juan to guide your experience; you are most likely to just have random
hallucinations like the rest of the population.

On the other hand, I'm certainly not going to be a censor in any way shape
or form.  I have absolutely no desire to control this list beyond adding
and deleting names on request and contributing my thoughts.

--sanders

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Tue May  3 23:59:48 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id XAA14797 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 3 May 1994 23:59:48 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 3 May 1994 23:59:48 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405040459.XAA14797@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from mail02.prod.aol.net (mail02.prod.aol.net [192.203.190.97]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id XAA14793 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Tue, 3 May 1994 23:59:45 -0500
From: iunges@aol.com
Received: by mail02.prod.aol.net
	(1.38.193.5/16.2) id AA20634; Wed, 4 May 1994 00:59:16 -0400
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer
Message-Id: <9405040059.tn124351@aol.com>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Wed, 04 May 94 00:59:15 EDT
Subject: Re: hallucinogens 


"

I think that there might be better places to find out the details of herbal
enlightenment.  If we can possibly avoid it, let's not reproduce that
effort here, brewing oregano and mixing Wort just seem to be slightly off
topic.  Let's at least stick to things interesting things like peyote,
mushrooms, and LSD experiences.

I can understand being impatient for having experiences, but I suspect
that randomly administered hallucinagenic drugs aren't going to be of much
help to you (as fun or terrifying as they might be) without someone like
don Juan to guide your experience; you are most likely to just have random
hallucinations like the rest of the population.

On the other hand, I'm certainly not going to be a censor in any way shape
or form.  I have absolutely no desire to control this list beyond adding
and deleting names on request and contributing my thoughts.

--sanders"

Please no drugs. I wanted to say something witty but this is such a dead end,
for me the opposite of a path with heart.

From <@SEARN.SUNET.SE:ELDAR@PLWRUW11.BITNET>  Wed May  4 06:19:50 1994
Return-Path: <@SEARN.SUNET.SE:ELDAR@PLWRUW11.BITNET>
Received: from SEARN.SUNET.SE (searn.sunet.se [192.36.125.4]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id GAA15283 for <castaneda-dist@austin.bsdi.com>; Wed, 4 May 1994 06:19:46 -0500
Message-Id: <199405041119.GAA15283@austin.BSDI.COM>
Received: from PLWRUW11 by SEARN.SUNET.SE (IBM VM SMTP V2R2) with BSMTP id 5338;
   Wed, 04 May 94 13:18:14 +0200
Received: from PLWRUW11.BITNET (ELDAR) by PLWRUW11 (Mailer R2.10 ptf000) with
 BSMTP id 7338; Wed, 04 May 94 10:03:34 MET
Date:         Wed, 04 May 94 10:03:16 MET
From: Arkadiusz Lisiecki <ELDAR%PLWRUW11.BITNET@SEARN.SUNET.SE>
To: castaneda-dist@austin.bsdi.com

help

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 06:25:44 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id GAA15302 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 06:25:44 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 06:25:44 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405041125.GAA15302@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from SEARN.SUNET.SE (searn.sunet.se [192.36.125.4]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id GAA15298 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 06:25:41 -0500
Message-Id: <199405041125.GAA15298@austin.BSDI.COM>
Received: from PLWRUW11 by SEARN.SUNET.SE (IBM VM SMTP V2R2) with BSMTP id 5352;
   Wed, 04 May 94 13:24:08 +0200
Received: from PLWRUW11.BITNET (ELDAR) by PLWRUW11 (Mailer R2.10 ptf000) with
 BSMTP id 7455; Wed, 04 May 94 10:21:27 MET
Date:         Wed, 04 May 94 10:20:32 MET
From: ARKADIUSZ LISIECKI <ELDAR%PLWRUW11.BITNET@SEARN.SUNET.SE>
Subject:      Re: Unsubscribe
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
In-Reply-To:  Your message of Mon, 2 May 1994 12:43:04 -0500


WHAT IS LAHTI RESEARCH AND TRAINING CENTRE ?

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 07:48:48 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id HAA15460 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 07:48:48 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 07:48:48 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405041248.HAA15460@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from SEARN.SUNET.SE (searn.sunet.se [192.36.125.4]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id HAA15456 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 07:48:38 -0500
Message-Id: <199405041248.HAA15456@austin.BSDI.COM>
Received: from PLWRUW11 by SEARN.SUNET.SE (IBM VM SMTP V2R2) with BSMTP id 5581;
   Wed, 04 May 94 14:46:37 +0200
Received: from PLWRUW11.BITNET (ELDAR) by PLWRUW11 (Mailer R2.10 ptf000) with
 BSMTP id 8283; Wed, 04 May 94 13:51:25 MET
Date:         Wed, 04 May 94 13:50:26 MET
From: Arkadiusz Lisiecki <ELDAR%PLWRUW11.BITNET@SEARN.SUNET.SE>
Subject:      Re: FAQ
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
In-Reply-To:  Your message of Tue, 3 May 1994 16:51:11 -0500


I think yes,post it.
or send it to me directly

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 07:54:21 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id HAA15478 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 07:54:21 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 07:54:21 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405041254.HAA15478@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from moscvax.demos.su (Demos-gw.ALTER.NET [137.39.96.2]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id HAA15474 for <castaneda@austin.bsdi.com>; Wed, 4 May 1994 07:54:16 -0500
Received: by moscvax.demos.su id AA06833
  (5.65c/IDA-1.4.4 for castaneda@austin.bsdi.com); Wed, 4 May 1994 16:54:07 +0401
Received: by kremvax.demos.su; Wed,  4 May 1994 16:48:18 +0400
Received: by phreak.demos.su; Wed,  4 May 1994 16:02:04 +0400
Received: by tccbrf.msk.su (uucp@host); Wed,  4 May 1994 15:59:53 +0400
Received: by control.tccbrf.msk.su (UUPC/@ v5.09gamma, 14Mar93);
          Wed,  4 May 1994 15:58:11 +0400
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Message-Id: <AAItunjWd1@control.tccbrf.msk.su>
Organization: Department for Foreign Exchange Control
From: Timofey Reshetov <tim@control.tccbrf.msk.su>
Date: Wed,  4 May 94 15:58:10 +0400 (MSD)
Return-Receipt-To: tim@control.tccbrf.msk.su
X-Mailer: dMail (Demos Mail v1.14a)
Subject: Newcomer posts questions
Lines: 42


Hi everybody !!

My Name is Tim Reshetov. I live in Moscow, Russia.

My problem is that all I have read was a translation of CC's books in
Russian, so I'm a bit infamilliar with vocabulary. I've read all post
beginning with May, 1. In general everything is clear since I know
the subject a bit, but I cannot yet express what I have in mind.

Now I have some questions.

0) Can anybody SEE?
1) Has anybody seen his hands when dreaming?
2) Does anybody know whethter CC has formed a new party?
3) Is there anything written by CC except his nine books?
4) Is there anything written by somebody else except Donner's book
   (which is also translated into Russian), that has to do with DJ and
   his teaching?
5) Does anybody agree that marijuana is a power plant?

I would also be greatful to anyone who can describe me the situation with
DJ's teaching in US in general. Also, I'm looking for a way to get the
original books (in English). I have reasons to think, that translation
has mixed up some important points. Although I'm sure That words don't
mean much, and thus I suppose that translation doesn't mean a lot either.
This must be my indulging - to try to find the English origin...

About myself: I've read CC's first seven books. I don't want to hurry -
I think it's no use reading further untill I can SEE, Dream and use
the power of intention (or whatever it is in English). And this seems
impossible to me unless I follow the steps DJ made CC follow.
I mean the basics of his teaching (in book #3). And as far as I could
see reading your post, none of you succeeded in doing it (or am I wrong?).
I suppose there's no use argueing about something you have never experienced.

Anyway, all post is welcome. I don't think that topics mentioned here are of
interest to everybody, so you can e-mail me to
                            tim@control.tccbrf.msk.su
and we can have private discussion. Otherwise, it's interesting to hear
everybody's oppinion.




From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 08:26:45 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id IAA15533 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 08:26:45 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 08:26:45 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405041326.IAA15533@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu (ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu [128.205.100.3]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id IAA15529 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 08:26:43 -0500
From: OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
Received: from ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu by ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (PMDF V4.2-14
 #5889) id <01HBXPHY0K5O8Y59YE@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>; Wed,
 4 May 1994 09:25:25 EDT
Date: Wed, 04 May 1994 09:25:25 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Re: hallucinogens
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Message-id: <01HBXPHY0K5Q8Y59YE@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>
Organization: University at Buffalo
X-VMS-To: IN%"castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM"
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT



>I think that there might be better places to find out the details of herbal
>enlightenment.  If we can possibly avoid it, let's not reproduce that
>effort here, brewing oregano and mixing Wort just seem to be slightly off
>topic.  Let's at least stick to things interesting things like peyote,
>mushrooms, and LSD experiences.

I think that drugs do relate to esoteric studies, but IMO 
drug-related discussion here should tie in with CC's teachings.

One curious thing I find is that the first few CC books are very 
"into" drugs, then he recants.  Carlos only needed drugs because 
he was particularly dense.  This also follows along with the 
political/social attitudes of the time, so many CC was influenced 
by this and it was reflected in his writings?

The best place to ask about herbal enlightenment is alt.drugs.  
If anyone has questions, send them to me in email and I will post
them to usenet.  (Unless it becomes too burdensome.)  Maybe once
per week I'll post the questions and answers to the list, so 
everyone can see what was said, and then can correspond in email.

>I can understand being impatient for having experiences, but I suspect
>that randomly administered hallucinagenic drugs aren't going to be of much
>help to you (as fun or terrifying as they might be) without someone like
>don Juan to guide your experience; you are most likely to just have random
>hallucinations like the rest of the population.

I know several people who have used hallucinogens for esoteric 
reasons with good results.  IMO its up to the individual to 
weight the pros and cons and make their decision.  Personally, I 
am very conservative about drugs.  I think they give a big boost 
at first, but often the person becomes unbalanced because they 
don't have a strong enough foundation to assimilate and integrate 
their experiences.  IMO meditation and reading mind-f*cking books
(like Robert Anton Wilson's) is just as effective as drugs, but 
without the dangers.  Plus I do not care to break the law and 
even talking about illegal drugs on the net gives me the 
queasies, for obvious reasons.

>On the other hand, I'm certainly not going to be a censor in any way shape
>or form.  I have absolutely no desire to control this list beyond adding
>and deleting names on request and contributing my thoughts.

I commend you for that.  Most would give into control-freak 
tendencies.

- Peggy -

PS:  I'll post the alt.drugs faq, since so many are interested, 
but I urge you to keep drug-related discussions pertinent to CC.
Also, I'll post my list of magick-related fiction, which I see
as an alternative to drugs.



From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 09:14:51 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id JAA15607 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 09:14:51 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 09:14:51 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405041414.JAA15607@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from transfer.stratus.com (transfer.stratus.com [134.111.1.10]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id JAA15603 for <castaneda@austin.bsdi.com>; Wed, 4 May 1994 09:14:48 -0500
From: Carl_Johnson@vos.stratus.com
Received: from vos.stratus.com (vos.stratus.com [134.111.18.12]) by transfer.stratus.com (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id KAA28574 for <castaneda@austin.bsdi.com>; Wed, 4 May 1994 10:14:45 -0400
Message-Id: <199405041414.KAA28574@transfer.stratus.com>
Date:           Wed, 4 May 94 10:05 EDT
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject:        RE: Newcomer post questions


Hi Tim.  I live in the Boston, Massachusetts, USA area.  I've read all of
the CC books, and have (off and on) been practicing the techniques for
several years.  I've sometimes gotten frustrated/misdirected, and
switched over to other spiritual traditions (zen, witchcraft, kundalini
meditation), in search for someone who can guide me better, even though
it may not be in sorcery, which seems to me my true path. But I've
realized recently that this was a kind of cop out - I was looking for
someone to lead me by the hand at every step of the way; I was not taking
responsibility for my own actions and decisions. I was looking for
traditions where everything was written in black and white, and I would
feel "safe" in that I could go along without much decisions.

I've answered your questions to the best of my ability.

0) Can anybody SEE?

I doubt it (from this list I mean). And somehow I think if one of us
learned, we would not be broadcasting it around the list. Not that
we all wouldn't love to see this, but it wouldn't seem conducive to a
warrior of that caliber. Who would believe him/her, anyway?

1) Has anybody seen his hands when dreaming?

Yes, I have, and several (many?) others on the list seem to have, too.

2) Does anybody know whethter CC has formed a new party?

I've heard nothing about this. As I understand it, CC is near the end
of his time here.

3) Is there anything written by CC except his nine books?

Not to my knowledge.

4) Is there anything written by somebody else except Donner's book
   (which is also translated into Russian), that has to do with DJ and
   his teaching?

Yes. Donner has 3 books, "Shabono" (82), "The Witch's Dream" (85), and
"Being-in-Dreaming" (91). Taisha Abelar, another member of the clan,
has a book, "Sorcerer's Crossing" (92). I've read these last two, and
found them good. Let me know if you need a complete reading list, which
includes all known articles, critical works, and related books. (I don't
think "Shabono" has to do with CC - I just bought it, haven't read it
yet, but it looks like it's an anthropological work on some mexican
indian tribe, which could have some related info, I'll have to see).

5) Does anybody agree that marijuana is a power plant?

I would not agree with this.  I feel that although recreationally
enjoyable, that marijuana drains energy drastically, makes one unmotivated,
non-social, weak, unfocused, scattered.  It does not expand one's
consciousness as do the psychotropic plants. Although I've met a
sorcerer's apprentice (!) recently who feels that it doesn't have to be
this way, she hasn't given me any details, however. I withhold from using
any such recreational drugs, or alcohol (except rarely).

Although I follow the path and practice techniques, I am still uncertain
whether one can teach oneself to "see", just going by the books, without
some sort of guide. Yet, we keep trying, in the hopes that once we
save enough energy, the spirit will become our guide (or show us a "master").
In my path, my increasing energy has linked me up with some fascinating
people and circumstances of late. I am no longer worried about whether I
will learn to see, or whether a master will find me. Life has gotten so
interesting lately due to my practices, that every day is an adventure,
filled with circumstances which test me, and lessons to learn from. I
know I have much work to do before I'm "worthy" of a master, and I know
what I need to do to get there. I often lack the discipline to make the
decisions I know are correct, so that's what I'm spending my energy
working on.

Good luck,

Carl

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 11:16:42 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id LAA16149 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 11:16:42 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 11:16:42 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405041616.LAA16149@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (sanders@localhost [127.0.0.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id LAA16140 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 11:16:38 -0500
Message-Id: <199405041616.LAA16140@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Newcomer posts questions 
In-reply-to: Timofey Reshetov's message of Wed, 04 May 1994 15:58:10 +0400. <AAItunjWd1@control.tccbrf.msk.su> 
Date: Wed, 04 May 1994 11:16:37 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>


Timofey Reshetov writes:
> 0) Can anybody SEE?
I can't, this is my current task in _dreaming_.

> 1) Has anybody seen his hands when dreaming?
yes, a number of people here have

> 2) Does anybody know whethter CC has formed a new party?
nope

> 3) Is there anything written by CC except his nine books?
yes, see the bibliography on austin.bsdi.com in pub/archive/cc
(ftp, login as "ftp" and use your name for the passwd)

> 4) Is there anything written by somebody else except Donner's book
>    (which is also translated into Russian), that has to do with DJ and
>    his teaching?
Yes, see the bibliography, it's quite extensive.

I can email you the bibliography if you don't have ftp access.
Just send me private email (sanders@bsdi.com)

> 5) Does anybody agree that marijuana is a power plant?
It might well be but I seriously doubt that a novice could use a power
plant and get any benefit.  Don Juan was using his energy to guide
Castaneda, without that the experience would be chaotic and useless.

--sanders

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 12:41:48 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id MAA16355 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 12:41:48 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 12:41:48 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405041741.MAA16355@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from att-out.att.com (att-out.att.com [192.20.239.131]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id MAA16351 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 12:41:46 -0500
Received: from ihlpq.UUCP by ig2.att.att.com id AA13155; Wed, 4 May 94 13:40:48 EDT
Message-Id: <9405041740.AA13155@ig2.att.att.com>
From: jack1@ihlpq.att.com (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
Date: 4 May 94 17:32:00 GMT
Original-From: ihlpq!jack1 (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Strosvwitye tovarich


Kak ti pozjiviyeti, Tim. 

Many years ago I studied Russian in high school. I was not a good
student at that time. I do know a Russian speaking librarian and 
will ask her to check for you if she can.

>0) Can anybody SEE?
Some on this list have commented on episodes of luminescent fiber
brilliance ala Don Genero.

>1) Has anybody seen his hands when dreaming?
Many have.

>5) Does anybody agree that marijuana is a power plant?
Unlike your other responders, I do. At the risk of another alt.drugs
disclaimer, in the past I have seen MJ used effectively as a power plant
in mitotes, a vision quest ceremony derived from Papago Indian lore.
However, MJ is a very mild power plant compared to peyote or mescaline.

>About myself: I've read CC's first seven books. I don't want to hurry -
>I think it's no use reading further untill I can SEE, Dream and use
>the power of intention (or whatever it is in English). And this seems
>impossible to me unless I follow the steps DJ made CC follow.
>I mean the basics of his teaching (in book #3). And as far as I could
>see reading your post, none of you succeeded in doing it (or am I wrong?).
If you mean jumping off a cliff (ala, A Separate Reality), speaking for
myself, I haven't.

Evon (jack)
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  Hello, all. If every member on this list is required to use their real

names, please inform me so that I can comply as quickly as possible.
  I noticed the discussion of the use of power plants coming up in some of
the old mail Mr. Sanders sent me. I always issue a kind warning (because a
kind order implies a sense of superiority :) ) to those who choose that path:
a) DJ says on many occasions that this is not real sorcery. It is only the
imminent means to one particular case's end. An alternative (and a little
less hazardous to the body) is the utilization of bizarre ceremony.
b) The use of drugs presents an imminent danger to the continuation of fluid
movement in the assemblage point. When someone uses drugs as a practice they,
unknowingly, allow their assemblage point to become accustomed to the
particular position the drug takes them. So, instead of destroying the
inhibitions of the human form and creating fluid movement of the Ass. Pt.,
they create a new form. A fixation that is very hard to break. This is what
happens to many of those unfortunates who become obsessed with witchcraft.
c) If you do plan to use the drug, prepare it yourself. The energy matrix
that is introduced into your body from a foriegn drug will, more often than
not, be a foriegn power. This will undoubtedly cause wear and tear on your
protective webbing (even, potentially, putting holes in it). If you raise the
plant, keeping your  contact with it regular (or keep the drug close to your
body), the drug grows under the influence of your power. Therefore, when you
use the drug, the energy isn't as foriegn and is a "clean boost". Think of it
as using the right kind of gas in your car.
d) Keep in mind that these drugs are to be used as tools to dislodge the
assemblage point. If you are progressing, even if it is slow preogess, avoid
their use. I am not a formless warrior, and I can sympathize with your desire
to experience the wonder of other worlds. All I can say is be patient, stalk
yourself away from such temptations. 
  I am currently writing a novel on the utilization of number systems in the
Castanedan path (as problem solving techniques). They are mainly taken from
Egyptian, Greek, and Hebrew sources. Any interested on recieving this
information, let me know. I believe it may lead us to the discovery of the
3-prong rule.
Thought101, AAP ("Another Arrogant Pedant")
PS: A Nagual I am in contact with is a sex fiend (in fact, one might say his
prediliction is sex :) ) and it hasn't slowed him down at all.
PSS: Does anyone notice an apparent lack of stalkers around? Everyone I know
who begins the path in the context of Castaneda discovers he/she is a
dreamer. What's the deal? I wonder if it is because Dreamers are lured into a
party on their own accord, whereas the stalking section of a party is
assembled by the previous group (?).
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thought101 (AAP) writes:

:   Hello, all. If every member on this list is required to use their real
: names, please inform me so that I can comply as quickly as possible.

I doubt it, but you might want do develop some sort of handle.  Or do you
want us to simply call you 'thought101?'  (or is that AAP?)

: a) DJ says on many occasions that this is not real sorcery. It is only the
: imminent means to one particular case's end. An alternative (and a little
: less hazardous to the body) is the utilization of bizarre ceremony.

Doesn't have to be bizzare if it is 'mind-stopping.'  Just something to get
your attention and make you see things another way.  Could be as simple as
an optical illusion.  (How many times did DJ use these)

: b) The use of drugs presents an imminent danger to the continuation of fluid
: movement in the assemblage point. When someone uses drugs as a practice they,
: unknowingly, allow their assemblage point to become accustomed to the
: particular position the drug takes them. So, instead of destroying the
: inhibitions of the human form and creating fluid movement of the Ass. Pt.,
: they create a new form. A fixation that is very hard to break. This is what
: happens to many of those unfortunates who become obsessed with witchcraft.

Very well put.  I have never been able to articulate as clearly the
disadvantages of such self limiting enlightment methods.  Why bother to
move the A.P., if you simply get it stuck tighter somewhere else?

: ... I am not a formless warrior, and I can sympathize with your desire
: to experience the wonder of other worlds...

Strange.  Formless warrior.  A phrase I recognize from my association with
Tibetian Buddhism (another part of my path).  I, too, am firmly caught within
the Realm of Form.  I think this is a condition most of us on this list are
struggling with.

: Thought101, AAP ("Another Arrogant Pedant")

: PS: A Nagual I am in contact with is a sex fiend (in fact, one might say his
: prediliction is sex :) ) and it hasn't slowed him down at all.

So!  Toltec Tantra is just around the corner?!  :-)))

: PSS: Does anyone notice an apparent lack of stalkers around? Everyone I know
: who begins the path in the context of Castaneda discovers he/she is a
: dreamer. What's the deal? I wonder if it is because Dreamers are lured into a
: party on their own accord, whereas the stalking section of a party is
: assembled by the previous group (?).

There do seem to be lots of dreamers who 'come out' on this list, and
contribute.  (My prediliction is dreaming, as my posts have shown)
However, I have a respected friend who has helped me with my attempts at
recapitulation.  She is a contributor to the list, and can identify herself
if she wishes :-) :-)  I have also conversed with contributors on other
media (parimarily alt.magick) who I would think are stalkers.  They are
uncommon, but they are not rare.

Welcome to the list.  Thanks for the contribution.

Mockingbird         - yes, I do have a real name too (see header),
mcmahan@cup.hp.com  - at least that's what my parents said when they
                      gave it to me!
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On Tue, 3 May 1994 00:15:46 -0400 (EDT), 
Len Moskowitz  <moskowit@panix.com> wrote:
>David Worrel wrote:
>> Then I was just about to check out the book anyway, just so I could get
>> it over with and be able to say that I had read the thing, but as I
>> picked it up again to carry it to the front, my voice said "don't       
>> bother".
>Mine said "you won't read it."  I checked it out, took it home, read the
>first 50 pages, skipped through the rest and brought it back.  Nothing
>of value.

No, nothing of value- just interviews and quotes from people who knew 
Castaneda, and attention to some horrible slips on Castaneda's part. 
Examples: Telling Gordon Wasson that Psilocybin mushrooms grow on 
_trees_ (!), a discussion with the woman he was married to while writing 
_Teachings_ (who states that he did not take multiple trips to Mexico as 
described in the books), or the discussion with 2 of his original "winds", 
whom he intended to "initiate" in bed. You should have skimmed through more 
than just the first 50 pages, and inquired more deeply into into that 
little voice-- to me it looks more like avoidance of cognitive dissonance 
than an intuition of actual content.

     It has often been commented that de Mille had an axe to grind in the
_Don Juan Papers_. The book reminds me of Rush Limbaugh making faces at his 
opponants on his TV show- it grossly undermines its own objectivity. But,
abrasive personalities aside, there is quite a bit of interesting info in 
de Mille's 2nd book. I believe that every person who has logged on the 
anti-de Mille thread has claimed to be able to almost casually blow off de 
Mille's barbs. If this is more than simple braggadocio, I would greatly 
appreciate seeing de Mille discounted here. I don't intend to automatically 
take de Mille's side, but I suspect that some of his points will prove 
difficult to disprove. 
   Most people here seem to be referring to a single book by de Mille, the 
_Don Juan Papers_. He wrote two books on this subject, the first of 
which was _Castaneda's Journey: The Power and the Allegory_. I haven't read 
_Journey_ recently (it's out of print), but one item of interest is a 
linguistic analysis of don Juan's speech, which (not surprisingly to de 
Mille) more resembles one of Americanized hispanic descent. I believe 
he gives wordcounts, slang, etc. It can still be found at most libraries 
and in the occaisional used book store.

Daniel Noel edited _Seeing Castaneda_, a more balanced presentation of 
Castaneda's ideas than de Mille's stuff. I suspect that most readers here 
have already read it, but feel compelled to mention it to offset some of 
the focus on de Mille.

Anyone ever hear de Mille's _Castaneda: Trickster-Teacher_? This is a tape 
available from New Age Communications, recorded in 1977. I assume that it's 
more of the same, but I'm surprised that he would honor Castaneda with the 
title "Teacher"-- not quite his style!

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  
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On Mon, 02 May 1994 16:44:37 -0500, 
Tony Sanders  <sanders@BSDI.COM> wrote:

>I haven't been able to get the de Mille book myself yet but from what
>other people have sent me I'm not very impressed.  All the stuff they sent
>was either just plain wrong, taken out of context, or wholly misunderstood.
>I spent a large number of hours looking up the references people sent and
>pointing out the flaws in de Mille's arguments.

You'll probably have a hard time getting finding his first book, 
_Castaneda's Journey: The Power and the Allegory_, which is out of print. 
His second book is _Don Juan Papers: Further Castaneda Controversies_, 
where he serves as the editor for 26 authors and 43 papers. The DJP is 
still in print, and is a mixture of de Mille's personal 
axe-grinding, interesting ethnological and textual criticism, and 
invaluable interviews and quotes from people who knew Carlos.

Carlos was married while he was working on his Ph.D at UCLA, and meeting 
with don Juan in Mexico (?). According to his wife and friends, Carlos 
maintained a rather strict school schedule, and could not have visited 
Mexico as claimed in his books. Other gems are his letters to 
the famous mycologist Gordon Wasson, where he claimed that the little smoke 
grows on fallen trees (Psilocybe spp. grows on cow dung or pastures high 
in organic matter). Wasson wasn't impressed, and even questioned don Juan's 
mastery of the Yaqui language. 
      
>Oh, another amusing thing was something about a botanist who said the
>description of the Sonoran desert couldn't be correct; as if they expected
>Carlos to tell us exactly where things really took place (after don Juan
>told him not to).

What may be truly amusing is that he failed to describe where he _wasn't_ 
with any degree of accuracy. 

I grew up in the northern end of the Sonoran desert, Phoenix/Tempe. The 
Sonoran desert is quite large- referring to this area doesn't even pin 
down a country. A reference to this desert ecosystem would in no way pin 
down the location of any event. Complicating this issue is the popular 
usage of the name "Sonoran desert", which often encompasses an even larger 
area-- I've heard people place Las Vegas and Salt Lake City in the Sonoran 
Desert. For many, the "West"= sonoran desert. 

     Further, if you truly believe that Castaneda altered/falsified his 
text to this level of detail, then you're inviting a negative
description of Carlos where anything and everything might be a fabrication, 
and thus nothing is worthy of trust. 
      Castaneda was trained as a cultural anthropologist, not a botanist. 
He consistently made mistakes in his descriptions of both 
environments and individual plants. There _is_ a consistency to many of his 
descriptions, but they tend to describe the California coastal area and 
Mohave desert, not the Sonoran desert.     
>
>> The evidence from his wife
>> and friends preclude the possibility of his works being completely
>> factually true,
>
>Could you be more specific here, do you have only have anecdotical evidence
>or something more substantial?  Surely if it's true then critics like de
>Mille would have published something so a reference would be most handy.

This info is all easily accessible; de Mille published the material long 
ago in the _Don Juan Papers_, and possibly in _Castaneda's Journey_. 
There's also an interview of Margaret in _Fate_, 28(2/299). Margaret 
Castaneda stated that she saw Castaneda almost daily for a decade (they 
were married and had a son) from June 1956 to 1966(dJP 366-369). 

>> relevent. I read CC to see what he has synthesized. I was disappointed with
>> CC's last Robert Monroe copycat book, though.  Talk about contradictions!
>
>Get a grip, The Art of Dreaming is nothing like the Monroe books.  The
>only interesting Monroe book in this context is Ultimate Journey which
>was published *after* the Art of Dreaming was published (long enough after
>that Monroe might have even stolen stuff from AOD! :-).  The Art of
>Dreaming, combined with the other Castaneda books comprises a vastly more
>detailed explination than the Monroe books.

I'd suggest that you _begin_ getting a grip by accepting the fact that 
other people will quite likely have opinions other than your own. For 
example, I don't think that the _Art of Dreaming_ is "vastly more detailed" 
than Monroe's books-- Monroe at least tries for a pragmatic how-to approach 
(relaxation, tapes, etc) than Castaneda's 'find your hands' routine. 
Further, in Monroe's descriptions the double may survive to some end, a 
vastly superior alternative to Castaneda's Eagle chompfest.
    Try listing what Castaneda discovers in AoD- you'll find it's a short 
list in comparison. According to Carlos, we have the option of either 
selling our soul to a huge sponge (a spiritual Borg?), or playing spiritual 
bungie-cord using the energy of the Earth to propell us into an 
unimaginable vastness, where other beings will casually pounce on and 
consume us like bugs. 

>Only in Ultimate Journey does he begin to report things that I consider
>important.  Consider this passage from Ultimate Journey, page 143:

I haven't read _Ultimate Journeys_ yet, though I eagerly anticipate the 
experience. I was a bit disappointed with _Far Journeys_; I thought Monroe 
was watering- down the individualistic hard work and realism of _Journeys_ 
to accomodate his then- new research center. When I read that at 
one point Monroe was taking data from a woman verbatim who also claimed to 
be simultaneously projecting, I nearly tossed the book. In my opinion, he 
lost a great deal of credibility (and definitely readership) by permitting 
what sometimes appears to be a good imagination to pass as full- fledged 
OBE's.

>> I recommend Deng Ming-Dao's _Chronicles of Tao_ and _Scholar Warrior_ to
>> readers here. The similarities are are more than just stunning,
>
>My favorite argument of the dis-castaneda fan club:  Castaneda is total
>hogwash, but everything he says is also in XYZZY which is all real.

By your description the word "plagiarism" has no meaning. If I copy chunks 
of another authors' ideas or words and publish them as my own, I am 
full of hogwash, but my actions do not detract from those I copied.        

I've recently been thinking about trying to express and formulate a 
'roll-your-own' personal religion, and begin testing and adjusting it with 
logic and meditation. Much of it is derived from other sources- deism, 
panenthiesm, vedanta, taoism, Monroe, even some Castaneda- but I could 
easily create the character of a shaman (or describe one I've met), and 
pass these other ideas off as some ancient Native American mystical 
tradition. I would be committing a fraud, but would probably be able to 
find a far larger audience than I would otherwise, and I could placate my 
conscience with the knowledge that my actions would result in religious 
alternatives for some that might not have otherwise existed. 
      Detractors of this religious philosophy would certainly point out the 
remarkable parallels to other existent religions/philosophies, but, thanks 
to your argument, I could just blow them off. Nice!


>> I sometimes wonder whether CC is ill, tired, blackmailed, or considering
>> retiring when I read the shallow crap that Donner has penned as
>> representing his party and ancient Toltec sorcery.
>
>He says he's getting ready to retire into the third attention.  No doubt
>there will be Castaneda-sightings long after he's really gone.  Castaneda
>has left the building.

Didn't he mention in AoD that he was writing one more book? I don't have a 
source at hand, but thought that AoD was the first half of what would be a 
methodical work on dreaming. Whatever, if he does pop off into unimaginable 
bands of perception, he just may come back. Who knows?

Regards,
===================================================================
Eric J. Forbis      forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu
-------------------------------------------------------------------
"Conscience, they tell us, is the creature of prejudice, but I know 
from experience that conscience persists in following the order of
nature in spite of all the laws of man." _Emile_, Rousseau
===================================================================  

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 19:10:19 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id TAA19235 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 19:10:19 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 19:10:19 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405050010.TAA19235@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from mail02.prod.aol.net (mail02.prod.aol.net [192.203.190.97]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id TAA19230 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 19:10:16 -0500
From: rjuna@aol.com
Received: by mail02.prod.aol.net
	(1.38.193.5/16.2) id AA03622; Wed, 4 May 1994 20:09:49 -0400
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer
Message-Id: <9405042009.tn156704@aol.com>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Wed, 04 May 94 20:09:45 EDT
Subject: Re: CC concordance


Frank,I hope that Intent leads you to publish this, and if you need any help,
I, also, offer my services.
                      Rjuna

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 19:29:35 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id TAA19290 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 19:29:35 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 19:29:35 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405050029.TAA19290@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from dme.nt.gov.au (adit.dme.nt.gov.au [155.205.3.15]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id TAA19286 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 19:29:26 -0500
Received: from golem.dme.nt.gov.au by dme.nt.gov.au (4.1/SMI-4.1)
	id AA03349; Thu, 5 May 94 09:59:19 CST
Received: from ecto.dme by golem.dme.nt.gov.au (4.1/SMI-4.1)
	id AA24023; Thu, 5 May 94 09:59:13 CST
Received: by ecto.dme (5.0/SMI-SVR4)
	id AA00396; Thu, 5 May 1994 09:59:34 --9-30
Date: Thu, 5 May 1994 09:59:34 --9-30
From: rohan@dme.nt.gov.au (Rohan Hawthorne 61-89-895442)
Message-Id: <9405050029.AA00396@ecto.dme>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Hands
X-Sun-Charset: US-ASCII
Content-Length: 1353


Greetings.

I became lucid this morning and realised that I had absolutely no idea what
I was supposed to do next!  My friend David, an avid reader of CC, once told
me that in his lucid dreams he always calls out to 'the Lords of Light' to
come and chat to him and show him knowledge.  I tried this, and was told to
go and see David for 'devices'.  I haven't rung him yet and so I don't know
if this was just part of my dream or an actual external influence.

Does anyone have any hints on what I should do the next time I become Lucid ?

I also looked at my hands everytime that I felt myself either waking or losing
control, and they looked quite normal except for once when they were a pale
white.  Any significance to anyone ? (Yes, they helped me regain control, but
I feel that any pre-formed idea -- for example, looking at your feet ? -- would
have had the same effect.  What is the significance of looking at your hands ?)

Why exactly is it you look at your hands ?  And I seem to remember something
about 'spinning' while lucid.  Any more information ?

Rohan

P.S.  In case you haven't realised by now, I have only read the first CC book
      and it was at least 3 years ago.  Please forgive my ignorance.  I read
      this group consistantly in hope to learn more without having to read the
      books, which I have no time for, truely.

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 21:26:31 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id VAA19512 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 21:26:31 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 21:26:31 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405050226.VAA19512@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from panix2.panix.com (panix2.panix.com [198.7.0.3]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id VAA19508 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 21:26:28 -0500
Received: by panix2.panix.com id AA25322
  (5.65c/IDA-1.4.4 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Wed, 4 May 1994 22:26:21 -0400
From: Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
Message-Id: <199405050226.AA25322@panix2.panix.com>
Subject: Re: Drugs
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 22:26:21 -0400 (EDT)
In-Reply-To: <9405041700.tn147478@aol.com> from "thought101@aol.com" at May 4, 94 05:00:45 pm

~Reply-To: moskowit@panix.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Length: 504       

> PSS: Does anyone notice an apparent lack of stalkers around? Everyone I know
> who begins the path in the context of Castaneda discovers he/she is a
> dreamer. What's the deal? I wonder if it is because Dreamers are lured into a
> party on their own accord, whereas the stalking section of a party is
> assembled by the previous group (?).

I'm no dreamer.  I follow the progress of the dreamers here with
interest but that's not my path.  I operate in this world.


Len Moskowitz
moskowit@panix.com



From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 22:49:05 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id WAA19735 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 22:49:05 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 22:49:05 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405050349.WAA19735@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (sanders@localhost [127.0.0.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id WAA19727 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 22:49:02 -0500
Message-Id: <199405050349.WAA19727@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: old party (Pablito, etc.) 
In-reply-to: "Eric J. Forbis"'s message of Wed, 04 May 1994 17:56:52 CST. <75502.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu> 
Date: Wed, 04 May 1994 22:49:01 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>


"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
> Further, in Monroe's descriptions the double may survive to some end, a 
> vastly superior alternative to Castaneda's Eagle chompfest.
I give up, I looked and looked and looked but I just couldn't find the quote
where Castaneda calls it a chompfest.  Now you'll have to provoke someone
else into showing their stupidity.  It's been fun though, best of luck.

> According to Carlos, we have the option of either
> selling our soul to a huge sponge (a spiritual Borg?), or playing spiritual
You should read 'Ultimate Journey' for sure.  As it turns out, the
*real* ultimate goal is to go live with the sponges; Go figure.

> than Monroe's books-- Monroe at least tries for a pragmatic how-to approach
> (relaxation, tapes, etc) than Castaneda's 'find your hands' routine.
Whatever works for you.

In fact, wouldn't it be more productive if you told us what *does* work
for you instead of arguing about Castaneda?  That is kind of the reason
why most of us are on this list.

> Didn't he mention in AoD that he was writing one more book?
Yeap.

--sanders

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Wed May  4 23:16:44 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id XAA19945 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 23:16:44 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 23:16:44 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405050416.XAA19945@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (sanders@localhost [127.0.0.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id XAA19938 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 23:16:41 -0500
Message-Id: <199405050416.XAA19938@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Hands 
In-reply-to: Rohan Hawthorne 61-89-895442's message of Thu, 05 May 1994 09:59:34. <9405050029.AA00396@ecto.dme> 
Date: Wed, 04 May 1994 23:16:40 -0500
From: Tony Sanders <sanders@austin.BSDI.COM>


Rohan Hawthorne 61-89-895442 writes:
> have had the same effect.  What is the significance of looking at your hands ?)
There isn't any, don Juan says you can look at your pecker if you want.
That Juan really cracks me up sometimes.

> Why exactly is it you look at your hands ?  And I seem to remember something
> about 'spinning' while lucid.  Any more information ?
'spinning' comes from LaBerge's books (Lucid Dreaming) and is supposed to
do the same thing as looking at the starting point item (i.e., your hands).

> P.S.  In case you haven't realised by now, I have only read the first CC book
>       and it was at least 3 years ago.  Please forgive my ignorance.  I read
>       this group consistantly in hope to learn more without having to read the
>       books, which I have no time for, truely.
I'll email you the castaneda-overview from the ftp archive which has
pretty much what you want I think.

--sanders

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Thu May  5 08:31:49 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id IAA20826 for castaneda-dist; Thu, 5 May 1994 08:31:49 -0500
Resent-Date: Thu, 5 May 1994 08:31:49 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405051331.IAA20826@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from transfer.stratus.com (transfer.stratus.com [134.111.1.10]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id IAA20822 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Thu, 5 May 1994 08:31:46 -0500
From: Carl_Johnson@vos.stratus.com
Received: from vos.stratus.com (vos.stratus.com [134.111.18.12]) by transfer.stratus.com (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id JAA09544 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Thu, 5 May 1994 09:31:43 -0400
Message-Id: <199405051331.JAA09544@transfer.stratus.com>
Date:           Thu, 5 May 94 9:23 EDT
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject:        RE: propensity of dreamers?


     Regarding all the dreamers and no stalkers on the list. If there
     were true stalkers out there, would they be broadcasting to the
     list, "hey, I'm a stalker"? A beginner might, but someone who is
     actually practicing the skill might not divulge this info, but be
     practicing their stalking skills over the net, by pretending they
     were a net.jerk, a newbie, etc. Some of the flamers we see out there
     may actually be consumate stalkers (the angrier we get reading their
     mail, the better they are, the more we have to learn from them).
     Course, they could just be jerks...

     Lately, I've been practicing 'creating a fog around oneself'.
     Whereas before I used to blab every useless petty detail of my
     life to all my friends, now I carefully withhold certain info, in a
     friendly way, so as to create some mystery. I don't indulge
     in recounting the mundane acts of my life just when there
     happens to be a lull in the conversation (like I used to). I choose
     the things I do say carefully, after deciding whether it would
     benefit either one of us for me to divulge this info. Although
     sometimes difficult with friends, it does give a definite sense
     of freedom and power when it can be done, and adds to everything
     else I do to save energy.

     Carl
 
Date:           Wed, 4 May 94 22:30 EDT
From:           smtp_mail@vos.stratus.com
To:             Carl_Johnson@vos.stratus.com
Subject:        Re: Drugs


~Reply-To: moskowit@panix.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Length: 504       

> PSS: Does anyone notice an apparent lack of stalkers around? Everyone I know
> who begins the path in the context of Castaneda discovers he/she is a
> dreamer. What's the deal? I wonder if it is because Dreamers are lured into a
> party on their own accord, whereas the stalking section of a party is
> assembled by the previous group (?).

I'm no dreamer.  I follow the progress of the dreamers here with
interest but that's not my path.  I operate in this world.


Len Moskowitz
moskowit@panix.com




---------------------------------smtp envelope--------------------------------
Received: from transfer.stratus.com by vos.stratus.com 
	id 29659772773947;Wed, 4 May 94 22:30 EDT
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (austin.BSDI.COM [137.39.95.2]) by transfer.stratus.com (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id WAA11679 for <Carl_Johnson@vos.stratus.com>; Wed, 4 May 1994 22:29:07 -0400
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id VAA19512 for castaneda-dist; Wed, 4 May 1994 21:26:31 -0500
Resent-Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 21:26:31 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405050226.VAA19512@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from panix2.panix.com (panix2.panix.com [198.7.0.3]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id VAA19508 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Wed, 4 May 1994 21:26:28 -0500
Received: by panix2.panix.com id AA25322
  (5.65c/IDA-1.4.4 for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Wed, 4 May 1994 22:26:21 -0400
From: Len Moskowitz <moskowit@panix.com>
Message-Id: <199405050226.AA25322@panix2.panix.com>
Subject: Re: Drugs
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
  
Date: Wed, 4 May 1994 22:26:21 -0400 (EDT)
In-Reply-To: <9405041700.tn147478@aol.com> from "thought101@aol.com" at May 4, 94 05:00:45 pm
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Thu May  5 13:26:54 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id NAA22350 for castaneda-dist; Thu, 5 May 1994 13:26:54 -0500
Resent-Date: Thu, 5 May 1994 13:26:54 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405051826.NAA22350@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from vms.ucc.okstate.edu (vms.ucc.okstate.edu [139.78.1.3]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id NAA22346 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Thu, 5 May 1994 13:26:50 -0500
Received: from vms.ucc.okstate.edu by vms.ucc.okstate.edu (PMDF V4.3-7 #6049)
 id <01HBZCOST6BK9862RK@vms.ucc.okstate.edu>; Thu, 5 May 1994 13:26:23 CST
Date: Thu, 05 May 1994 13:26:23 -0600 (CST)
From: David Worrell <UCCXDJW@vms.ucc.okstate.edu>
Subject: de Mille
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Message-id: <01HBZCOSV1UA9862RK@vms.ucc.okstate.edu>
X-VMS-To: IN%"castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM"
X-VMS-Cc: UCCXDJW
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT



Eric Forbis writes:

>Len Moskowitz  <moskowit@panix.com> wrote:

>>David Worrell wrote:

>>> Then I was just about to check out the book anyway, just so I could get
>>> it over with and be able to say that I had read the thing, but as I
>>> picked it up again to carry it to the front, my voice said "don't       
>>> bother".

>>Mine said "you won't read it."  I checked it out, took it home, read the
>>first 50 pages, skipped through the rest and brought it back.  Nothing
>>of value.

[...snip]

>Examples: Telling Gordon Wasson that Psilocybin mushrooms grow on 
>_trees_ (!), a discussion with the woman he was married to while writing 
>_Teachings_ (who states that he did not take multiple trips to Mexico as 
>described in the books), or the discussion with 2 of his original "winds", 
>whom he intended to "initiate" in bed.

Eric, if you need to have some of us look at things de Mille said,
and tell you what we think of them, I think some of us might be 
willing to do that.  Sanders expressed some willingness to do that.
Now if you want my comments, you will need to *quote* the passage in
question.  Full quotes.  *All* of the quote.  Dates, times, places.
Then I might be willing to help you resolve some of your doubts,
if you feel this is necessary.  Limited offer, and note the "might".


[...]

> You should have skimmed through more 
>than just the first 50 pages, and inquired more deeply into into that 
>little voice-- to me it looks more like avoidance of cognitive dissonance 
>than an intuition of actual content.

I made a personal decision that I am quite certain of.  What it looks
like to you is, of course, your business. I skipped around, read 10
pages here, 10 pages there.  Now you can say, well, all of that *was*
stupid but you missed some really great points.  I don't think so.      


[...]

>The book reminds me of Rush Limbaugh

And this is supposed to inspire me go back on my personal decision? 


[...]

>I would greatly appreciate seeing de Mille discounted here

If this is the case, supply full quotes please.  I speculate that some
of us will be willing to oblige you.

So Eric, why do you want to see de Mille discounted?  Are you waiting
to see this happen before endeavoring to live like a warrior?  Have
you ever tried to live like a warrior?  Have you ever gotten any results?


- David Worrell

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Thu May  5 13:38:33 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id NAA22452 for castaneda-dist; Thu, 5 May 1994 13:38:33 -0500
Resent-Date: Thu, 5 May 1994 13:38:33 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405051838.NAA22452@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu (ubvmsb.cc.buffalo.edu [128.205.100.3]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with ESMTP id NAA22448 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Thu, 5 May 1994 13:38:30 -0500
From: OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
Received: from ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu by ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (PMDF V4.2-14
 #5889) id <01HBZF73187W8Y5RP1@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>; Thu,
 5 May 1994 14:39:20 EDT
Date: Thu, 05 May 1994 14:39:19 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Re: de Mille
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Message-id: <01HBZF73187Y8Y5RP1@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>
Organization: University at Buffalo
X-VMS-To: IN%"castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM"
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT




Dropping in to register my opinion of de Mille's 2nd book.
I found it worthwhile.

- Peggy -


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Thu May  5 14:33:04 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id OAA22871 for castaneda-dist; Thu, 5 May 1994 14:33:04 -0500
Resent-Date: Thu, 5 May 1994 14:33:04 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405051933.OAA22871@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from metronet.com (tsprad@metronet.com [192.245.137.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id OAA22867 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Thu, 5 May 1994 14:33:02 -0500
Received: by metronet.com id AA21337
  (5.67a/IDA1.5hp for castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM); Thu, 5 May 1994 14:32:51 -0500
From: Ted Spradley <tsprad@metronet.com>
Message-Id: <199405051932.AA21337@metronet.com>
Subject: Re: de Mille
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Thu, 5 May 94 14:32:49 CDT
In-Reply-To: <01HBZCOSV1UA9862RK@vms.ucc.okstate.edu>; from "David Worrell" at May 05, 94 1:26 pm
Mailer: Elm [revision: 70.30]


> So Eric, why do you want to see de Mille discounted?  Are you waiting
> to see this happen before endeavoring to live like a warrior?  Have
> you ever tried to live like a warrior?  Have you ever gotten any results?

Are these the words of a warrior?


--
Ted Spradley                tsprad@metronet.com             +1.214.484.5356
Seeking work as Software Engineer:
C, assembler, real-time systems, embedded controllers, device drivers, etc.
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In-Reply-To: <01HBZCOSV1UA9862RK@vms.ucc.okstate.edu>; from "David Worrell" at May 05, 94 1:26 pm
Mailer: Elm [revision: 70.85]


I dont know which is more fascinating, the book, or this thread! :-)

David Worrell writes:
: 
: Eric Forbis writes:
: 
: >Len Moskowitz  <moskowit@panix.com> wrote:
: 
: >>David Worrell wrote:
: 
: >>> Then I was just about to check out the book anyway, just so I could get
: >>> it over with and be able to say that I had read the thing, but as I
: >>> picked it up again to carry it to the front, my voice said "don't       
: >>> bother".
: 
: >>Mine said "you won't read it."  I checked it out, took it home, read the
: >>first 50 pages, skipped through the rest and brought it back.  Nothing
: >>of value.
: 
: [...snip]
: 
: >Examples: Telling Gordon Wasson that Psilocybin mushrooms grow on 
: >_trees_ (!), a discussion with the woman he was married to while writing 
: >_Teachings_ (who states that he did not take multiple trips to Mexico as 
: >described in the books), or the discussion with 2 of his original "winds", 
: >whom he intended to "initiate" in bed.
: 
: ...
: Now if you want my comments, you will need to *quote* the passage in
: question.  Full quotes.  *All* of the quote.  Dates, times, places.
: Then I might be willing to help you resolve some of your doubts,...
: 
Whew!  Uh, let me get back to you on that.
: 
: [...]
: 
: > You should have skimmed through more 
: >than just the first 50 pages, and inquired more deeply into into that 
: >little voice-- to me it looks more like avoidance of cognitive dissonance 
: >than an intuition of actual content.
: 
: I made a personal decision that I am quite certain of....
: 
By god!
:
: [...]
: 
: >The book reminds me of Rush Limbaugh
: 
: And this is supposed to inspire me go back on my personal decision? 
: 
Did you take an oath, or something?  Is not reading it a point of honor?
Pride?
: 
: [...]
: 
: >I would greatly appreciate seeing de Mille discounted here
: 
Why?  Do you have an (emotional) investment in it.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Whats going on here?  This whole discussion sounds like a argument between
the deacons and the athiests.  Why is there so much emotional investment
on both sides?  They're only words.  Why are people afraid of words?

Just to set the record straight, I have read most of 'The Don Juan Papers.'
That is I slogged through about 180 pages on a long flight.  It is a 
collections of essays.  By a wide variety of authors.  Some are very good,
some are bad, and some are just long, repetitious, and boring.

When I first started to read the book, I thought De Mille's purpose was to
discredit Castaneda in the classical sense.  The more I read, the more I
began to doubt this theory.  I eventually decided De Mille's ultimate 
purpose was to present enough counterexamples to create doubt without
offering any explicit opinions himself.  He does unearth a lot of interesting
artifacts along the way.

De Mille does make a case for how Castaneda skillfully manipulates a feud
between the anthropologists at UCLA (also involving the sociologists) to
'undress' the more blatently idiotic anthropologists.  At times De Mille's
work sounds more like praise than criticism.  He makes Carlos out to be
quite cunning.

I remembered this when reading a passagen in 'Being-in-Dreaming' in which
Castaneda claims (to Donner) that Nestor (?) is the illegitimate son of a
prominent anthropologist.  Both Castaneda and De Mille seem to have a sense
of humor about the whole thing.  More than I can say about the serious 
protagonists on this list!

I will state again what I have stated before.  I personally don't care 
whether the 'adventure stories' are historical accounts or fiction.  I
read for the teachings.  I find them useful.  The stories may as well
be taken as parables.  They are instructive lessons.

I find the emotional investment that people make in believing or 
disbelieving (and in defending their respective views in) one side or
another in this question astounding.  Go figure.

Mockingbird
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  Mr. Johnson:
  As far as declarations of identity, I can say only this:
  I use a handle, and belong to AOL. I'm not necessarily frightened to death

of people finding out who I am or whatver. If I have information to give as a
stalker or a dreamer, I do so. This board, or so it seems to me (please
pardon my ignorance, being a "newbie") is the exchange of useful information.
It should not be viewed as a forum dedicated to verbal tact and "online
stalking".
  I'm going to assume that you aren't referring to those who fervently
withhold their chosen path and are speaking of initial declarations of being.
That I can understand. Pardon me for my pretentious attack, but your response
only appeared to be a little condescending (God forbid I let anyone talk down
to me! :) ).
  The terms just weren't clear enough, I suppose. Funny how it always leads
back to that: vague definitons and dialect.
-Thought
PS: DJ was right, we  are crap right to the very end. :)
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  What we may wish to consider is that, being a nit-picky scholar, regardless

of the fact that de Mille hates or loves CC, his useless unearthing of
Castaneda's works may be turned into a resource for interested researchers.
All the detailed convictions, assertions and / or diatribe, in conjunction
with real facts about the nature of power plants, the area called "Sonora"
and ancient cultures, may teach us a hidden lesson or two. I know that when
reading the initial essay in DJ Papers, I made a startling discovery, a
revelation about CC's writings that I had overlooked. It wasn't because the
author of the essay pointed it out to me, but because he brought up what I
considered a totally useless fact (which ended up unlocking a great secret
about the nature of the Spirit for me). I would consider it a great
accomplishment for a warrior to read this book, impeccably, and gain
something from the experience. 
  Of course, I won't engage in the task until I feel the volition to do so.
The problem here may be that no one feels the volition to read de Mille's
book, so they disregard it. I know I will read it...eventually.
  As for now, I would prefer that we steer away from discussinbg de Mille's
book, it seems to be accomplishing very little. If anyone has anything to
offer on the rule of the 3-prong Nagual, I would be happy to hear it. I have
some theories myself.
- Thought
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X-POPMail-Charset: English
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: de Mille, apology


On Thu, 5 May 94 13:55:29 PDT, 
Larry McMahan  <mcmahan@hpsal2.cup.hp.com> wrote:
>I dont know which is more fascinating, the book, or this thread! :-)
>David Worrell writes:
>: Eric Forbis writes:
>I will state again what I have stated before.  I personally don't care 
>whether the 'adventure stories' are historical accounts or fiction.  I
>read for the teachings.  I find them useful.  The stories may as well
>be taken as parables.  They are instructive lessons.
>
>I find the emotional investment that people make in believing or 
>disbelieving (and in defending their respective views in) one side or
>another in this question astounding.  Go figure.

I'd like to hear perspectives like yours on this list, and am incredibly 
embarassed by the fact that I've not only participated in this exchange, 
but have actively pushed it along. I'm taking a deep breath, reminding 
myself that I'm an adult, dropping these contentious posts, and am going to 
try to be more positive. My apologies to all I've irritated. 

I beginning to come around to the opinion many have expressed that focusing 
on de Mille may not be a terribly productive way to discuss Castaneda. 
Sometimes you can't see the forest for the trees. 

By the way, has anyone noticed the bumper sticker "Start SEEING 
motorcycles!"? Does _Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintainence_'s 
author Robert Pirsig know Castaneda? This could be interesting...

Regards,
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Subject: Missing the point.
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X-Mailer: ELM [version 2.4 PL22]
Content-Type: text
Content-Length: 679       


	Sometimes we have trouble understanding the essence of Don

Juan's teachings. Coming from a biblical society as we do, one 
tends to become political. What do I mean by political? Being
concerned with WHO is teaching rather than WHAT they are teaching
is what I mean by political. Carlos could have got his wisdom
from a toilet cleaner for all I care, and even if he did, the
toiler cleaner was RIGHT! This is the path of freedom.
	To not understand this is to be as foolish as a 
fundementalist Christian who is endlessly defending the
infallibility of his book. He is not free, he is bound to his book.
This is a burden one can do without. I have nothing more to say.

Luke



From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Thu May  5 22:26:55 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id WAA24855 for castaneda-dist; Thu, 5 May 1994 22:26:55 -0500
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Received: by ecto.dme (5.0/SMI-SVR4)
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Date: Fri, 6 May 1994 12:56:43 --9-30
From: rohan@dme.nt.gov.au (Rohan Hawthorne 61-89-895442)
Message-Id: <9405060326.AA00529@ecto.dme>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Missing the point.
X-Sun-Charset: US-ASCII
Content-Length: 215



I agree totally with Luke.  I also have a fantastic day-2-page calander
quote to back us up:

  'If it is truth, what does it matter who says it ?' - Anonymous.

I think the Anonymous bit is the icing.

Anonymous.
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Subject: Re: Missing the point.
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MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII


On Fri, 6 May 1994, ENRIQUEZ Luke wrote:

> 
> 	Sometimes we have trouble understanding the essence of Don
> 
> Juan's teachings. Coming from a biblical society as we do, one 
> tends to become political. What do I mean by political? Being
> concerned with WHO is teaching rather than WHAT they are teaching
> is what I mean by political. Carlos could have got his wisdom
> from a toilet cleaner for all I care, and even if he did, the
> toiler cleaner was RIGHT! This is the path of freedom.
> 	To not understand this is to be as foolish as a 
> fundementalist Christian who is endlessly defending the
> infallibility of his book. He is not free, he is bound to his book.
> This is a burden one can do without. I have nothing more to say.
> 
> Luke
> 
> 
But what you said, you said well! Here's a `Me too'.

Frank DeMarco 
Hampton Roads Publishing Company                 804-459-2453
891 Norfolk Sq.                              fax 804-455-8907
Norfolk, VA 23502
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Date: Fri, 06 May 94 00:00:53 CDT
Organization: Tales of Power
Lines: 16
X-Mailer: RWMAIL [version 2.22]



Eric writes:
> I've recently been thinking about trying to express and formulate a 
> 'roll-your-own' personal religion, and begin testing and adjusting it with 
> logic and meditation. Much of it is derived from other sources- deism, 
> panenthiesm, vedanta, taoism, Monroe, even some Castaneda-

Hey there you go.  A perenial philosophy that can be adapted
and updated to reflect your new visions, experiences, and learning.  

Bob

	"Get hold of yourself," don Juan said smiling.
	"Where we're going, you'll need to be extremely precise."
	   
	  -- from 'The Four Moods of Stalking', _The Power of Silence_
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>Dropping in to register my opinion of de Mille's 2nd book.
>I found it worthwhile.
>
>- Peggy -
>
At the risk of preaching to the choir, I also read the books.
They were interesting but did not raise any questions in my
mind. I reasoned long ago from CCs' work and a lifetime of
socialization that telling the absolute literal truth dilutes 
and compartmentalizes experiences. A warrior uses the fog.
One can, and I believe Carlos does, convey the true feeling 
of his experiences in an altered form. However, these feelings
are embued with a power of allegory that is unmistakably 
recognizable as the essence of the experience to those who
have penetrated some of the fringes of other realities.

"You should at least have the decency to lie about it" - Tom King

jack
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> 0) Can anybody SEE?

In my opinion, yes.  Anyone can increase their awareness to
this extent.  But not everyone has done it or if they have,
they may not have realized they were doing it at the time.
Becoming cognizant of the agreements that occur in the world
all around us seems to me, to be a prelude to actual seeing.

> 1) Has anybody seen his hands when dreaming?

Yes.  I have found my hands a few times but to be honest,
I prefer finding special rocks and crystals in my dreams.
Not that it happens all of the time.  I find dreaming to be
tied to what I can bear at the time.  Intense dreams linger,
and invariably, I must integrate it into my world before I
will have another.  

> 5) Does anybody agree that marijuana is a power plant?

Sure.  Any plant that can be used to make clothing and also fuel
our automobiles has _got_ to have something powerful going for it.
Smoking it is effective for jogging one's assemblage point, much
like drinking tea, coffee, or fine wine.  

Bob
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"practicing their stalking skills over the net, by pretending they
     were a net.jerk, a newbie, etc"

>From my understanding stalking is altering our own behavior, not manipulating
others, to move to another assemblage point. De Niro, with the way he puts on
weight and takes it off for his roles, is in a sense a stalker. Kissinger
would not be. "Theater of the real" involves so getting into a "role" that it
ceases to be a role.

Changing  behavior gives stalkers two abilities: the ability to fix the
assemblage point at a new location - something difficult for dreamers to do;
and the realization that all forms of behavior are arbitrary, that no
particular assemblage point is intrinsically better than any other. This
gives the fluidity that leads to total freedom.

Apparently the dreamers - Donner and Tiggs - could enter into astounding
worlds, but it was Abelar who could give them the cohesion they required to
stay in those worlds long enough to accomplish their goals.

So stalking seems to have a mundane, almost psychological aspect, and a
mystical, other dimension occult aspect.

Just a few extemporaneous thoughts on the subject.

Iunges@aol.com
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On Wed, 04 May 1994 22:49:01 -0500, 
Tony Sanders  <sanders@BSDI.COM> wrote:

>"Eric J. Forbis" writes:

>> According to Carlos, we have the option of either
>> selling our soul to a huge sponge (a spiritual Borg?), or playing spiritual
>You should read 'Ultimate Journey' for sure.  As it turns out, the
>*real* ultimate goal is to go live with the sponges; Go figure.

I'm fascinated- can you (or other readers) comment more on this subject? 

>
>In fact, wouldn't it be more productive if you told us what *does* work
>for you instead of arguing about Castaneda?  That is kind of the reason
>why most of us are on this list.

I'm another dreamer- my sympathies to the neglected stalkers. If 
there are any stalkers out there, I'd appreciate any pointers and advice 
you have to give.  

I've had lucid dreams since early childhood, so what I have to say about 
dreaming may not be meaningful to those with gifts in other areas. I twice 
kept a dream journal, but abandoned this when dreaming became a swamp of 
details. Much of this is common-sense-- if you focus all or most of your 
attention on your waking world, dreaming will be minimized. To increase the 
rate of dreaming, simply do what Castaneda recommends-- place your 
attention on them. They will gradually increase in both number and 
strength. _Remember what it feels like_ to dream; you can then evoke the 
experience more or less at will.
      To increase the rate of lucid dreaming, pick out features of 
your dreams that you naturally find interesting. If you tend to have vivid 
dreams about certain places or events, focus on these. Work with your 
"subconscious", in other words, and use symbols meaningful to you (focusing 
on your hands is the hard way to do this). By "focus on" symbols, I just 
mean going to sleep with the desire to dream about them. When it happens, 
don't get too hung up on the content of the dream-- focus on what it 
_feels_ like. You will be increasingly able to remember this feeling as you 
go to sleep, increasing the chances of lucid dreams.
     A practice that I've accidently stumbled across over the past two 
years is "not-napping." Due to present circumstances (married working 
student w/3 kids) I tend to get far behind on my sleep, and have found that 
a short nap after work can be surprisingly helpful. Whatever, naps are a 
convenient way to practice awareness, particularly if the nap is 
spontaneous. If you just 'let go', you will experience the slow shutdown of 
your ego (active, focused consciousness), which can be disturbing if you 
fight it. I've discovered that in intermediate stages of sleep, as your 
focus of attention widens, you can actually listen to two conversations 
simultaneously (not rapidly switching between the 2 as in waking 
attention), though this split-personality approach feels bizarre even while 
dreaming. Most importantly, you become familiar with your "self", that part 
(gestalt) of yourself that you will experience in dreaming. I think that 
there's great value in being able to learn to "let go" (sorry if this 
sounds cliched or simplistic) and move between waking and dream awareness, 
even though you may not enter deep sleep. Most people draw a sharp 
distinction between being awake and asleep, but this isn't the case. As I 
mentioned, at the very beginning of the experience there is a relaxation of 
your focus, your ego, which can be quite disquieting, particularly if you 
are disturbed at this point and your assemblage point goes zipping back to 
the waking state. The experience is one of "you" in a not-you state, a fear 
of mental aberration. The fear, sense of wierdness, or whatever will lessen 
as you become more familiar with the process. (Question- is this losing 
your form, or just pissing your wife off with your snoring?)

       This reminds me of a question I've long entertained-- most 
spiritual traditions denigrate the ego, and some want to destroy it. I 
don't remember the score in all Hindu traditions, but most Buddhist schools 
define ego as illusory byproduct of clinging, desire, and seek to defuse 
the karma responsible for the clinging through meditation and "skillful 
means" (Tibetan stalking?), yet the same Buddhists state that the final 
end, the mahanirvana/paranirvana/nirguna samadhi, is impossible while 
living (physical limitations to infinite perception). I think that the ego 
is a natural function of the brain, and thus you're going to be mentally 
healthier if you don't fight your own biology (some Taoists take a similar 
view). The "catch" is that the ego no longer has a preferred status of 
awareness beyond its utilitarian value of getting things done in the world. 
Castaneda mentions similar ideas, one of which may be the idea of the 
formless, fluid warrior. Another is the claim that the assemblage point 
normally will be over either the center of reason or the nagual 
(=elsewhere?). Carlos asked don Juan why the assemblage point wasn't fixed 
on the nagual, since the ability to intuit the intent of others would seem 
to have obvious evolutionary advantages. Don Juan responded something along 
the line of 'if it were truly evolutionarily advantageous for the 
assemblage point to be fixed over the nagual, it would be there.' 

Another way of getting to dreaming is meditation, as in Patanjali's Yoga 
Sutra's. In my experience this is qualitatively different, though. I 
usually experience an initial ecstatic feeling combined with the sensation 
of an increasingly strong stream of small particles of light (not lines- 
has anyone else experienced this?) passing through my body. Occaisionally 
the experience abruptly stops and I am in an unpredictable location. This 
experience differs from dreaming in that it is more intense and realistic 
than normal dreaming. Technique is basic: close anal and naval locks, press 
breath toward solar plexus while breathing slowly and completely, repeat 
Gayatri mantra (just an old preference), and feel the energy flow. 
         
Regards,
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"Eric J. Forbis" writes:
> >You should read 'Ultimate Journey' for sure.  As it turns out, the
> >*real* ultimate goal is to go live with the sponges; Go figure.
> I'm fascinated- can you (or other readers) comment more on this subject? 
I sent some quotes about this to the list a day or so ago.  I sent you a
copy in private email in case you missed it.

> I'm another dreamer- my sympathies to the neglected stalkers. If 
> there are any stalkers out there, I'd appreciate any pointers and advice 
> you have to give.  
My take on the matter is that stalking isn't something you generally
talk about.  It's a matter of action.  However, I'll break the silence
and tell you a little of what I've been doing.

I have been trying to concentrate somewhat on stalking for a couple of
months now and I've even come up with some amusing plans but I haven't
actually executed anything yet.

For example, we were at this restaurant that we visit all the time and we
wanted to use a coupon this time because we had it, so they gave us these
special restricted menus and said we could only order from that menu.  It
didn't say on the coupon that it was a restricted menu so we insisted they
let us order from the normal menu.  They wouldn't, so we left.  Normally
I would have just ordered from the restricuted menu, they had what I wanted
on there anyway so this was a bit of stalking that I actually did, or at
least I changed my normal behavior a bit.

So my plan now is to visit the restaurant once a week (same day, same
time), present the coupon and then refuse to order from the restricted
menu, pretend to get upset and raise a fuss, and then get up and leave.

I haven't done anything yet because I haven't figured out a proper ending
to it.  Should I have a planned ending to it or should I execute the plan
as is and see where it leads?  Of course, when acting you should abandon
yourself to the action and be fluid.

--sanders
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~Reply-To: moskowit@panix.com
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
Content-Length: 549       

Eric Forbis wrote:

> Another way of getting to dreaming is meditation, as in Patanjali's Yoga 
> Sutra's. In my experience this is qualitatively different, though. I 
> usually experience an initial ecstatic feeling combined with the sensation 
> of an increasingly strong stream of small particles of light (not lines- 
> has anyone else experienced this?) passing through my body.

This sounds something like the packets of extreme luminosity that I see
travelling along fibers of transluscency when I gaze.


Len Moskowitz
moskowit@panix.com
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Mailer: Elm [revision: 70.85]


: 
: I beginning to come around to the opinion many have expressed that focusing 
: on de Mille may not be a terribly productive way to discuss Castaneda. 
: Sometimes you can't see the forest for the trees. 
: 
Actually, I agree that most of the current discussion does not seem to be
leading anywhere.  I did like the poster who remarked that he would read
when it came time to do so, but until then he wasn't goint to force it
(thought101, I think)  Similarly, I'll finish the book when the time comes.

What I really wanted to say was the what I did read has helped me form a
better understanding.  I read "The DJ Papers" at about the same time I
read the New Age Journal interview with CC.  In the interview, when asked
how he writes, CC said that he Dreams each chapter, then wakes up and 
writes it down.

This came just as I got to a pert of TDJP which seemed to claim that CC
was not very careful about distinguishing between dreams and the waking
state.  At this point, I said "Aha!  What does it matter?"  Maybe our
intrepid investigators can't find the locales that Carlos describes because
they can't access the right dreamscape.

Mockingbird
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Subject: Sponges and hungry birds

  It is my understanding that living with the inorganics is thelast thing

someone wants to do! I was under the impression that to voice your intent and
stay with the inorganic beings was like signing your own death warrant. I
also read, in more than once instance, that these beings are very possessive
and only desire your power. That doesn't sound like a very hospitable place
to stay. Why give in to the temptation of the Inorganics when you can achieve
a gift like the 3rd attention? The gift of all-seeing, all-being? To me, any
other reality is an illusion and only caters to the side of myself that is
not an impeccable warrior. To be quite honest, that disgusts me.
  Speaking of the Eagle's Gift, I noticed a lot of dissatisfaction emanating
from the list about the premise of the Eagle. Admittedly, it is flawed, but
it is a marked improvement over most anything I've read. The changes I would
make to the draft (from my own understandibng of this concept, as limited as
it might be) would be that this being does not require the awareness of life
to enhance its own. It seems to me that any deity that created the entire
universe wouldn't need us for anything, leastly to enhance its own awareness.
It seems to me that its only purpose is to elevate what we have become (what
Yoda calls "crude matter" :) ) to what we should be, and once were, pure,
aware energy (hence, the exile and return to "Eden"). The whole purpose of
reincarnation is to develop beings with enough power and awareness to break
away from corpeal bonds and return to their previous state. The operation of
the Eagle is to keep the cycle moving, kind of a universal janitor. We say
that the Eagle isaware because it is composed of awareness (?), but it is
prbably so infinitely aware that it is beyond the point of motivation. It is
so aware of what it is, and what surrounds it, that it preforms its task
without care or concern for the individuals. The whole system is a cycle,
totally indifferent to us or to anything. It is all very_random_. What we
call the Eagle's will or command, is merely an observation on one of the
phenomena that surrounds us (EG: one might say that the earth is "possessive"
of it's inhabitants because its gravity holds us down. I would say, "No, it's
just a random phenomenon.").
  I honestly believe that the rule of the Nagual was thought up by someone
who saw a pattern existing in the universe, a matrix, a phenomenon, and
developed this rule around it (for the purpose of escaping death). It is an
ingenious invention, nothing more.
- Thought101, AAP again!

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Fri May  6 15:53:47 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id PAA28004 for castaneda-dist; Fri, 6 May 1994 15:53:47 -0500
Resent-Date: Fri, 6 May 1994 15:53:47 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199405062053.PAA28004@austin.BSDI.COM>
Precedence: bulk
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Reply-To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Originator: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Sender: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Resent-From: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: from mail02.prod.aol.net (mail02.prod.aol.net [192.203.190.97]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) with SMTP id PAA28000 for <castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM>; Fri, 6 May 1994 15:53:43 -0500
From: thought101@aol.com
Received: by mail02.prod.aol.net
	(1.38.193.5/16.2) id AA20490; Fri, 6 May 1994 16:53:12 -0400
X-Mailer: America Online Mailer
Message-Id: <9405061653.tn231539@aol.com>
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Fri, 06 May 94 16:53:11 EDT
Subject: Normal awareness

  One quick question:
  During my meditations, I tend to see a bright luminous circle. Often, when

I will it to do so, it is surrounded by 6 more luminous circles (one perfect
circle is correctly surrounded by six more perfect circles in geometry). If I
look into it deeply enough, I can see a band of fibers twirling around it
quickly....clockwise, I think (details, details, details... :) ). It always
rests where the center of my attention is, according to my third eye (which I
have been developing previously). What is this? Something useful or just
perceptual garbage?
  Another thing: I, and many of my friends, have seen what we call
"swirlies". They look like tiny, glowing sperm in the air. They can be any
color from blue to red. What are these? K. Eagle Feather seems to think that
the are preliminaries to seeing. Somehow I doubt it...
  Yet another: Sometimes, when focusing my attention like a beam, I see what
appears to be a sloptch of color in front of my vision. It emanates from my
third eye (following with some physcial sensations) like tiny projectiles.
They are transperant, and distort color when I view something behind them.
Sometimes, when I hold the splotch still, I can see an auric feild quite
easily around someone (they are always uniform in color, whatever the color
of the splotch is). What is this?
  It may be that I already know what they are and, like CC, love to confuse
myself. Just wondering what you all think of them. It all has to do with
focusing on my third eye, or as some people call it, the "seat of the soul".
A "Master" of Eastern Mysticism I am acquainted with tells me that it is the
only gate worth dealing with, and that all others will follow its lead in
development.
-Thought101, comments anticipated
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To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Normal awareness


On Fri, 06 May 94 16:53:11 EDT, 
thought101@aol.com  <thought101@aol.com> wrote:


>  Another thing: I, and many of my friends, have seen what we call
>"swirlies". They look like tiny, glowing sperm in the air. They can be any
>color from blue to red. What are these? K. Eagle Feather seems to think that
>the are preliminaries to seeing. Somehow I doubt it...

I'm not sure whether you're describing visual events, or internal 
perceptions. If you're describing visual perceptions, then these may very 
likely be the remnants of an small artery that supplied the eyes with 
nutrients during gestation, and degenerates before birth. The arterial 
remnants are too large to filter through the eye, and persist for life. 
They may have any shape, but tend to look like squiggly lines. If you focus 
on the gray-black shapes closely, you can act actually see individual 
cells. If you're ever bored, or hard up for a microscope...
        
Regards,
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Mailer: Elm [revision: 70.85]


: From To:castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM Tue Apr 26 08:47:02 1994
: Date: Tue, 26 Apr 94 8:47:02 PDT
: To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
: Subject: Re: old party (Pablito, etc.)
: In-Reply-To: <20999.forb0004@gold.tc.umn.edu>; from "Eric J. Forbis" at Apr 26, 94 1:19 am
: Status: RO
: 
: Eric J. Forbis writes:
: 
: :      If you are unfamiliar with the quotes, read the Alexander 
: : Blair-Ewart interviews of Taisha Abelar and Florinda Donner in 
: : _Dimensions_. 
: 
: How do I get a (preferably electronic :-) copy?
: 
: Mocker
: 
Still waiting,

Mocker

From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Sat May  7 01:47:50 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.8.1/8.6.6) id BAA29685 for castaneda-dist; Sat, 7 May 1994 01:47:50 -0500
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From: jack1@ihlpq.att.com (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
Date: 7 May 94 06:47:00 GMT
Original-From: ihlpq!jack1 (John Fijolek +1 708 979 0261)
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Hello


~r thought.time


From castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM  Sat May  7 08:52:50 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@austin.BSDI.COM
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From: OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu
Received: from ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu by ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu (PMDF V4.2-14
 #5889) id <01HC1XQR8JDO8Y5ZEI@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>; Sat,
 7 May 1994 09:53:16 EDT
Date: Sat, 07 May 1994 09:53:16 -0400 (EDT)
Subject: Re: Normal awareness
To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Message-id: <01HC1XQR8JDQ8Y5ZEI@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu>
Organization: University at Buffalo
X-VMS-To: IN%"castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM"
MIME-version: 1.0
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT



>>  Another thing: I, and many of my friends, have seen what we call
>>"swirlies". They look like tiny, glowing sperm in the air. They can be any
>>color from blue to red. What are these? K. Eagle Feather seems to think that
>>the are preliminaries to seeing. Somehow I doubt it...

>I'm not sure whether you're describing visual events, or internal 
>perceptions. If you're describing visual perceptions, then these may very 
>likely be the remnants of an small artery that supplied the eyes with 
>nutrients during gestation, and degenerates before birth. The arterial 
>remnants are too large to filter through the eye, and persist for life. 
>They may have any shape, but tend to look like squiggly lines. If you focus 
>on the gray-black shapes closely, you can act actually see individual 
>cells. If you're ever bored, or hard up for a microscope...
 
You're kidding!  I can see those too, especially the squiggly 
lines.  I always thought they were visual disturbances -- the 
kind migraine sufferers get.  I see them more frequently prior to 
a migraine, but I can see them any time if I work at it.  I can 
see the cells too, and always thought it very weird that I could 
see cells.  I had no idea other people could see them too, and 
that there is a scientific explanation.

- Peggy -
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To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Date: Sat, 07 May 94 22:55:54 EDT
Subject: SROP Quotes


There are a couple of topics which have so many good and interesting quotes
about them from more than one book, that I am saving them for their own
posts.  Nagual/tonal is one such topic.  Coning and gazing are two others.

Here are quotes from SROP.  

-Sarah
StryWriter@aol.com
****************************

>From the Second Ring of Power
(Page numbers refer to the hardback edition)

"Women are better than men in that sense. They don't have to jump into an
abyss. Women have their own ways. They have their own abyss. Women
menstruate.  The Nagual told me that that was the door for them. During their
period they become something else.... there is a crack in women, a crack that
they disguise very well. During their period, no matter how well-made the
disguise is, it falls away and women are bare." (p. 50-51)

In regards to the physical sensation of stopping the world and/or seeing: 
"That feeling brought to my mind the memory of another, similar, first-time
bodily awareness I had had years before. It had to do with the ticklishness
on top of the head. Don Juan said that sorcerers had to cultivate such a
sensation and he described it at great length. According to him, it was a
sort of itching, which was neither pleasurable nor painful, and which
occurred on the very top of one's head. In order to make me aware of it, on
an intellectual level, he described and analyzed its features and then, on
the practical side, he attempted to guide me in developing the necessary
bodily awareness and memory of this feeling by making me run under branches
or rocks that protruded on a horizontal plane a few inches above my height."
(p. 91)

"A complete person is one who has never had children... The Nagual said that
an incomplete person is one who has had children... An incomplete person has
a hole in the stomach... When the hole is on the left side of one's stomach,
the child who created that hole is of the same sex. If it is on the right
side, the child is of the opposite sex. The hole on the left side is black,
the one on the right is dark brown." (p. 118)

"...when one has a child that child takes the edge of our spirit. For a woman
to have a girl means the end of that edge... A boy steals the biggest part of
his edge from his father, a girl from her mother." (p. 130)

"A complete woman is dangerous in her completeness, more so than a man. She
is unreliable, moddy, nervous, but also capable of great changes. Women like
that can pick themselves up and go anywhere. They'll do nothing there, but
that's becuase they had nothing going to begin with. Empty people, on the
other hand, can't jump like that anymore, but they're more reliable. The
Nagual said that empty people are like worms that look around before moving a
bit and then they back up and then they move a little bit more again.
Complete people always jump, somersault and almost always land on their
heads, but it doesn't matter to them." (p. 132)

"I had to refuse those two girls... {The Nagual's } point was that one has to
steal that edge back. He said that we got it the hard way by stealing it and
that we must recover it the same way, the hard way... the first thing he made
me do was to refuse my love for those two children... I had to do that in
dreaming. Little by little I learned not to like them, but the Nagual said
that that was usel;ess, one has to learn not to care and not to like. 
Whenever those girls meant nothing to me I had to see them again, lay my eyes
and hands on them.  I had to pat them gently on the head and let my left side
snatch the edge out of them...They never felt a thing. They went home and are
now like teo grown-up persons. Empty like most people around them... They are
better off. I took the craziness out of them. They didn't need it, while I
did. I didn't know what I was doing when I gave it to them. Besides, they
still retain the edge they stole from their father." (pp.132-133)

"The double is white, yellowish white, like the sun... we are pieces of the
sun. That is why we are luminous beings." (p. 137)

"Don Juan said that I had encountered the human mold in "dreaming." He
explained that sorcerers have the avenue of their "dreaming" to lead them to
the mold, and that the mold of men was definitely an entity, an entity which
could be seen by some of us at certain times when we are imbued with power,
and by all of us for sure at the moment of our death. He described the mold
as being the source, the origin of man, since, without the mold to group
together the force of life, there was no way for that force to assemble
itself into the shape of man." (p.154)

"The Nagual said that sometimes if we have enough personal power we can catch
a glimpse of the mold even though we are not sorcerers; when that happens we
say we have seen God. He said that if we call it God it is the truth. The
mold is God." (p.155)

"The Nagual told me that the human form has no form. Like the allies that he
carried in his gourd, it's anything, but in spite of not having form, it
possesses us during our lives and doesn't leave us until we die." (p.156)

"A warrior must drop the human form in order to change, to really change. 
Otherwise there is only talk about change, like in your case. The Nagual said
that it is useless to think or hope that one can change one's habits. One
cannot change one iota as long as one holds on to the human form. The Nagual
told me that a warrior knows that he cannot change, and yet he makes it his
business to try to change, even though he knows that he won't be able to.
That's the only advantage that a warrior has over and average man. The
warrior is never disappointed when he fails to change." (p. 157)

"The Nagual told me that a warrior without form begins to see an eye... The
formless warrior uses that eye to start dreaming. If you don't have a form,
you don't have to go to sleep to do dreaming. The eye in front of you pulls
you every time you want to go." (p. 157)

"The Nagual said that everythinghas to be sifted through our human form. When
we have no form, then nothing has form and yet evertything is present." (p.
158)

******"I struggled to make clear to her that what I was after were the
procedures. I had really given up looking for an explanation from all of them
because their explanations explained nothing to me.  To describe to me the
steps that were followed was something altogether different."******   (p.159)

"The Nagual told me, just as he told you, first to look for my hands in my
dreams. I couldn't find them at all. In my dreams I had no hands. I tried for
years to find them." (p.160)

"The next thing the Nagual wanted me to do was to try to find houses or
buildings in my dreams and look at them, trying not to dissolve the images.
He said that the art of the dreamer is to hold the image of his dream.
Because that's what we do anyway during all our lives.... In dreaming we have
to do the same thing, except that in dreaming we have to learn how to do it.
We have to struggle not to look but merely to glance and yet hold the image."
(pp. 160-161)

"He said that in dreaming we pay attention with the belly button; therefore
it has to  be protected. We need a little warmth or a feeling that something
is pressing the belly button in order to hold the images in our dreams."
(p.161)

"...during our menstral periods dreaming becomes power. I get a little crazy
for one thing. I become more daring. And like the Nagual showed us, a crack
opens in fron to us during those days. You're not a woman so it can't make
any sense to you, but two days before her period a woman can open that crack
and step through into another world... During that time a woman, if she wants
to, can let go of the images of the world." (pp. 161-162)

"I saw how your double came out from the top of your head. It wriggled out
like a worm. I saw a shiver that began in your feet and went through your
body and then your double came out.  It was like you, but very shiny." (p.
166)

"The Nagual told them that warriors, both men and women, must be impeccable
in their effort to change, in order to scare the human form and shake it
away. After years of impeccability a moment will come...when the form cannot
stand it any longer and it leaves." (p. 171)

"How can one stalk one's weaknesses... The same way you stalk prey. You
figure out your routines until you know all the doing of your weaknesses and
then you come upon them and pick them up lick rabbits inside a cage." (p.
221)

"A warrior eats slowly, and very little at a time... A warrior also walks
miles and miles every day." (pp. 222-223)

"What a warrior really needs in order to be an impeccable stalker is to have
a purpose." (p. 223)

The feeling of seeing for a woman:  "The sensation started on the top of her
head and then went down her back and around her waist to her womb. She felt
it inside her body as a consuming ticklishness, which turned into the
knowledge." (p. 231)

"The Nagual said that the edge of a person who dies goes back to the parents.
If the givers are dead and the person has children, the edge goes to the
child who is complete. And iof all the children are complete, the edge fgoes
to the one with power and not necessarily to the best or most diligent." (p.
234)

"Sorcerers like the Nagual and Genaro have two cycles... The first is when
they're human, like ourselves... The second cycle is when a sorcerer is not
human anymore ... They came to teach us, and after they taught us they left."
(p. 256)

"...complete people do not need power plants... but someday when they had
perfected their art as dreamers, they would use them to get a final and total
boost, a boost of such magnitude that it would be impossible for us to
understand." (p. 257)

"...the best way of getting energy is, of course, to let the sun inside the
eyes, especially the left eye.... procedure... consisted in moving my head
slowly from side to side as I caught the sunlight with my half-closed left
eye. He said that one could not only use the sun but could use any kind of
light that could shine on the eyes." (pp. 267-268)

"... only women could roll becuase they had wombs and energy came directly
into their wombs; by rolling around they distributed that energy over the
rest of their bodies. In order for a man to be energized he had to be on his
back, with his knees bent so that the soles of his feet touched each other.
His arms had to be extended laterally, with his forearms raised vertically,
and the fingers clawed in an upright position." (p. 268)

"When human beings are healthy they are like luminous eggs, but if they are
injured they begin to peel, like an onion... death pushes the layers apart...
Sorcerers have to do their best to keep their layers closed... Dreaming
tightens the layers. When sorcerers learn dreaming they tie together their
two attentions and there is no more need for that center to push out." (p.
281)

"That is right. Sorcerers do not die." (p. 281)

"The impeccability of a warrior is to let them be and to support them in what
they are. That means, of course, that you trust them to be impeccable
warriors themselves... But what if they are nto impeccable warriors?... Then
it's your duty to be impeccable yourself and not say a word.... The Nagual
said that only a sorcerer who sees and is formless can afford to help anyone.
That's why he helped us and made us what we are. You don't think that you can
go around picking people up off the street to help them, do you?" (p.301)

"Every Toltec warrior had two faces and faced two opposite directions. The
second face was the second attention." (p. 303)
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To: castaneda@austin.BSDI.COM
Subject: Re: Normal awareness


On Sat, 07 May 1994 09:53:16 -0400 (EDT), 
OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu  <OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu> wrote:


>You're kidding!  I can see those too, especially the squiggly 
>lines.  I always thought they were visual disturbances -- the 
>kind migraine sufferers get.  I see them more frequently prior to 
>a migraine, but I can see them any time if I work at it.  I can 
>see the cells too, and always thought it very weird that I could 
>see cells.  I had no idea other people could see them too, and 
>that there is a scientific explanation.

I only picked up this little factoid from the Dr. Dean Edell radio show 2- 
3 weeks ago, so it was a mystery most of my life as well. My biology 
textbook only describes adult humans, so the names of the arteries are 
lacking. A book child development or pregnancy might have the info. 

What I find truly fascinating about this fact is that _everyone_ 
will at least occaisionally notice these little beasties-- but if you ask 
them, the vast majority of people will deny it. I've asked friends several 
times in the past; a few said something along the lines of 'it's just cells 
in the eye sloughing off like old skin and floating around', but most gave 
me suspicious looks. Provide an explanation such as above, though, and 
suddenly almost everyone will admit to having seen them. I don't know if 
this is an example of the 1st attention- the people do see the items, after 
all- but it does strengthen the claim that the form and facts of culture are
strongly conditioned by a desire to conform, here to not be regarded as a 
crazy, hallucinating, or drug-abusing individual.

To change subjects abruptly, in the _Don Juan Papers_ de Mille takes up 
your issue of Castaneda's poor treatment of women in his books. Sorry, 
David, I don't have the book at hand, and so can't provide detailed 
citations and full quotes. de Mille briefly lists all of the female 
characters up to _The Second Ring of Power_ (possibly _Eagle's Gift_- he 
had an advance copy), and notes that they're all either treacherous, 
murderous, or untrustworthy in some way. I can't think of any exceptions in 
these books. Carol Tiggs in AoD might be a welcome change.

Regards,
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Subject: Re: More pissing, children


On Wed, 27 Apr 1994 09:12:52 -0400 (EDT), 
OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu  <OISPEGGY@ubvms.cc.buffalo.edu> wrote:

>I'm still of the opinion that separating the natural functions of 
>sex and reproduction from enlightenment deprives a person of 
>having the most moving experiences possible.   Without these, what 
>chance of enlightenment?  Of course, it all depends on one's 
>*intent* while having the experiences.  (I know my heart finally 
>ascended to Tipareth after the birth of my son.)


I'm a father of three, and will go on the record to state that those 
supposed "holes" (or 'wilted areas') in your energy body are trivial losses 
compared to the experience of parenting. I suspect that an appreciable 
amount of spiritual progress is indistinguishable from the normal process 
of maturation, in those individuals that this occurs in. don Juan refers to 
parenting in absolutely negative terms, and, in my opinion, the low point 
of the early books was don Juan's revelation that he chose to _see_ his own 
murdered son die, rather than risk experiencing the draining emotions of 
the first attention. If this isn't an example of spiritual cowardice... 
      I'd suggest that good parenting can be an expression of the 
warriors' path, rather than its anathema. If you view parenting as a 
millstone, you'll naturally accomplish nothing. Raising a child well 
requires a warrior's effort, particularly in these days, and might be  
compared to the responsibility of a nagual for his band. The parent not 
only must consider the immediate needs of the child, but must recognize 
that the child is progressively maturing, and so be flexible enough to 
change strategies as well. It isn't easy. Finally, the parent must be able 
to abandon clinging, and encourage an 13+ year dependent relationship to 
dissolve and take new forms. 
      It was noted here that in the Judaic tradition marriage and the 
formation of a family household is considered obligatory for the Rabbi. 
Another example is Hinduism. 2600+ years ago a religious schism occured, 
with the authors of the Upanishads retiring to the forest for mystical 
practice, while the legalistic Vedic Brahmins retained tradition in the 
towns. About 600 BC the Buddha achieved enlightenment under the Bodhi tree, 
and not long after Krishna synthesized a graft between the split between 
Vedic and Upanisadic traditions. In the Bhagavad gita and B. Purana, 
Krishna recommends that daily and spiritual life be integrated. Part 
of life involves sex, marriage, family, and culture; part involves 
spiritual practice. Isolating and rejecting natural human functions is 
artificial, and will ultimately limit the experience and progress of the 
practitioner. There are also stages of life: student, householder, and 
religious retirement.     

Regards,
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>  Hello, all. If every member on this list is required to use their real
>
>names, please inform me so that I can comply as quickly as possible.
This is the Casteneda party line, you tell only what you want.

>c) If you do plan to use the drug, prepare it yourself. The energy matrix
...
>as using the right kind of gas in your car.
Don Juan once made Carlos "know" the plant he was to take, he influenced
the plant's power by mixing it with Carlos' blood. A cut on the left
hand between the two middle fingers. Live long and prosper, ouch!

>PS: A Nagual I am in contact with is a sex fiend (in fact, one might say his
>prediliction is sex :) ) and it hasn't slowed him down at all.
This news is provoking, Thought:0. Please explain this "contact".

>PSS: Does anyone notice an apparent lack of stalkers around? Everyone I know
...
The same books that give techniques for Dreaming, give complementary 
techniques for Stalking, yes? "I operate in this world." Who doesn't? 

>Egyptian, Greek, and Hebrew sources. Any interested on recieving this
>information, let me know. I believe it may lead us to the discovery of the
>3-prong rule.
Such a pattern may exist but I feel KISS (Keep It Simple & Stupid) is
closer to the rule than BITE (But Interesting To Educators). 
BTW, Have you heard of the 8 of 10? For every decision
there is one perfect solution which you can spend a lifetime searching
for. There is another solution which clearly would be disasterous.
There are 8 solutions that are equally acceptable/unacceptable, not 
perfectly good, not perfectly bad. You pick any one of the 8 randomly,
without thought and you are not slowed down at all :)

jack
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Subject: Pedilictions....babies and more

  This Nagual I am referring to (a 3-prong dreamer) has frequent sexual

contact with several of the women sorcerors he is dealing with. What
generally happens:
  They have sex. Directly after, this friend of mine has a fantastic lucid
dream and feels energized. The woman becomes weak and pathetic, following his
word like it is the word of God.
My theory: The situation explains itself. He drains their power in order to
dream, and as a consequence, their life as female warriors suffer for lack of
power. At first, this annoyed me, because if a warrior has any ethics, it is
not to block another warrior's path to freedom. Yet, if these women are
willing to let him do this to them, they are obviously not warriors, so they
are exempt from the rule.
  I sorry that I cannot appreciate your perspectives onhaving children. I do
not look down upon, or respect, one path over another (because I could have
just as easily chosen to have children than not). Yet, it should be a
constant reminder that no matter how impeccably one deals with children, they
are still a burden and a link to the real world. You can incorporate them
into your life as a warrior, but it is  not necessary. I do not know if it
makes one's life as a warrior any more enriching, and for some maybe it does,
but for me, and anyone else like myself, it would be a bad idea. Maybe dona
Soledad's tale just firghtened me too much (her struggle to overcome the gaps
in her luminous body), but I cannot see any positive aspects (that outwiegh
the negative) to childbirth. Maybe it is different for women (?).
  As I understand it, from my friend, a 3-prong can pretty much make up his
rule as he goes along (as long as the rule works). The trick to making the
rule work is to set up a proper matrix for the individual. You can seek this
through abstract gifts of knowledge (from who, I wouldn't know) or use some
kind of thought process to find it logically. I prefer to use numbers, others
wouldn't, I'm sure.
-Thought

